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Furuno GP-32/GP-160/GP-370 User Guide: Mastering Your Chartplotter
The Furuno GP-32, GP-160, and GP-370 series chartplotters represent a significant step up in navigational technology for boaters. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of using these
popular models, providing you with the knowledge to confidently navigate any waters. We'll cover everything from basic operation and Furuno GP-32/GP-160/GP-370 setup to advanced features

and troubleshooting, ensuring you get the most out of your investment. Understanding this Furuno chartplotter user manual is key to safe and efficient boating.

Understanding the Furuno GP-32/GP-160/GP-370 Interface
The first step to mastering your Furuno chartplotter is familiarizing yourself with its interface. While specific button layouts might vary slightly between the GP-32, GP-160, and GP-370, the core

functionalities remain consistent. The screen typically displays navigational charts, GPS data (latitude, longitude, speed, course), and other relevant information like depth, bearing, and waypoint
information. A typical display shows multiple data windows that are customizable. The menu system, usually accessed via dedicated buttons, allows you to configure various settings and access

advanced features.

### Key Interface Elements:

Navigation Menu: This is your gateway to settings, chart selection, waypoint management, and other crucial functions.
Data Displays: Customizable windows showcasing speed, depth, course, bearing, and other critical information.

Chart View: The main display area showing the selected nautical chart and your vessel's position.
Waypoint Management: Allows you to mark and manage significant locations, creating routes and efficient navigation plans.

GPS Status Indicator: Provides information on the number of satellites acquired and the GPS signal strength.

Essential Features and Their Usage
The Furuno GP-32, GP-160, and GP-370 boast a range of features designed to enhance safety and efficiency at sea. Understanding and utilizing these features is paramount to maximizing your

navigational experience.

### Chart Selection and Management:

These chartplotters support various chart formats, allowing for flexibility in selecting the most suitable charts for your navigation needs. You can easily switch between different chart types and zoom
in or out to fine-tune your view. Proper Furuno chartplotter map updates are essential to maintain accuracy.

### Waypoint and Route Planning:

Creating waypoints and routes is fundamental to safe navigation. The Furuno chartplotters allow you to easily mark significant locations (waypoints) and then connect these waypoints to create
routes. This feature is particularly helpful for planning longer voyages.

### GPS and Navigation Data:

The built-in GPS receiver provides accurate positioning data, constantly updating your vessel's location on the chart. Furthermore, the chartplotters display essential navigation data, including speed,
course over ground (COG), and heading. Understanding and interpreting this data is crucial for navigating safely and efficiently.

### Depth Sounder Integration (where applicable):
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Many models within this series offer integrated depth sounder capabilities, providing real-time water depth readings. This crucial feature improves situational awareness, particularly in shallow waters.
Understanding the Furuno depth sounder settings is essential for accurate readings.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
While the Furuno GP-32/GP-160/GP-370 series is known for its reliability, occasional issues might arise. This section addresses some common problems and their solutions.

No GPS Signal: Ensure the antenna is properly connected and has a clear view of the sky. Check for obstructions that might interfere with the signal.
Chart Display Issues: Verify that the correct chart data is loaded and that the chartplotter's settings are correctly configured.

System Errors: Refer to the detailed troubleshooting section in the official Furuno user manual for specific error codes and their solutions.
Slow Response Time: Restarting the unit often resolves temporary software glitches. If the problem persists, consider seeking professional assistance.

Conclusion: Navigating with Confidence
Mastering your Furuno GP-32/GP-160/GP-370 chartplotter empowers you with the tools for safer and more efficient navigation. By understanding the interface, utilizing its key features, and

troubleshooting potential problems, you can maximize your boating experience. Remember to always consult the official Furuno user manual for detailed instructions and specifications specific to your
model.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: How do I update the charts on my Furuno chartplotter?

A1: Chart updates vary depending on the chart card used. Some cards require updating via a computer connection using dedicated Furuno software. Others might have SD card-based updates.
Consult your Furuno user manual and the specific chart card documentation for precise instructions.

Q2: What is the difference between the GP-32, GP-160, and GP-370?

A2: The primary differences lie in screen size and some additional features. The GP-370 typically has the largest screen, followed by the GP-160, and then the GP-32. Higher model numbers often
include more advanced features, such as improved processing power or additional connectivity options.

Q3: Can I connect my Furuno chartplotter to other onboard electronics?

A3: Yes, many models offer connectivity options such as NMEA 2000 and other interfaces. This allows for integration with other devices like autopilots, radars, and instruments, creating a
comprehensive integrated navigation system. Refer to your specific model's specifications for compatibility information.

Q4: How do I set up waypoints on my Furuno chartplotter?

A4: The process typically involves selecting the "Waypoint" or similar menu option. Then, using the cursor, you select the desired location on the chart and save it with a designated name or number.

Q5: My Furuno chartplotter is displaying an error message. What should I do?

A5: Refer to the troubleshooting section of your Furuno user manual. The manual lists various error codes and their corresponding solutions. If the problem persists, contact Furuno support or a
qualified marine electronics technician.

Q6: How often should I check for chart updates?

A6: It's recommended to check for chart updates at least once a year, or more frequently depending on your boating habits and the areas you navigate. Outdated charts can pose a significant safety
risk.
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Q7: Can I use different chart types on my Furuno chartplotter?

A7: Yes, many Furuno chartplotters support various chart formats, offering flexibility in choosing the most suitable charts for your navigational needs. Refer to your Furuno user manual for
compatibility information.

Q8: Where can I find the official Furuno user manual for my specific model?

A8: The official Furuno website is the best resource for finding user manuals. You can usually find them in the support section, often categorized by product model number. Alternatively, your retailer
should be able to provide a copy.

Mastering the Furuno GP-320B: A Deep Dive into Navigation and Operation
The maritime world demands precision, and for those charting its vast domains, a dependable GPS chartplotter is indispensable. The Furuno GP-320B, a celebrated name in nautical electronics, offers

a robust suite of features crafted to boost safety and effectiveness on the water. This comprehensive manual will examine the GP-320B's functionalities, providing hands-on tips and methods for
maximizing its capability. While the model number mentioned in the prompt (Furuno 295) is obsolete and lacking readily available information, this article will focus on the similar and more readily

accessible Furuno GP-320B, offering applicable knowledge transferable to older models.

Understanding the GP-320B's Core Functions:

The GP-320B serves as the heart of a complex navigation arrangement. Its primary function is to show real-time positioning data gathered from its internal GPS detector. This information is shown on a
clear LCD screen, allowing navigators to exactly determine their place on the ocean. Beyond basic positioning, the unit integrates with various devices, including depth sounders, radar, and autopilots,

providing a comprehensive picture of the surrounding environment.

Key Features and Their Application:

Chart Plotting: The GP-320B's capability to display electronic charts is crucial. These charts provide detailed details on routes, including drafts, dangers, and routing aids. Users can easily zoom
in and out, move across the chart, and highlight points of interest for easy access.

Route Planning: Planning routes is streamlined with the GP-320B. Users can generate routes by picking waypoints and letting the unit compute the optimal course. This feature is important for
long voyages, confirming efficient and safe navigation.

Data Logging: The unit's ability to log data, including position, velocity, and heading, is extremely beneficial for after-voyage analysis. This data can be exported to a computer for further
processing.

Integration with other Systems: The GP-320B's connectivity with other Furuno devices significantly enhances its functionality. For example, connecting it to a radar system permits the
display of radar information immediately on the GP-320B's display, providing a holistic situational understanding.

Practical Tips and Best Practices:

Regular Updates: Keeping the GP-320B's software current is essential for optimizing its operation and accessing the newest chart data.

Proper Installation: Accurate installation is critical for best performance. Ensure the antenna has a unobstructed view of the celestial sphere for accurate GPS signals.

Backup Data: Regularly back up your waypoints to prevent data loss.

Familiarization with Features: Before venturing out on the water, fully make yourself familiar yourself with all the functions of the GP-320B.

Conclusion:

The Furuno GP-320B offers a robust and reliable navigation setup for boating experts. Its user-friendly interface, combined with its wide-ranging range of capabilities, make it an essential tool for safe
and effective travel. By understanding and utilizing its features efficiently, boaters can considerably improve their marine experiences.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: How do I update the charts on my GP-320B? A: Chart updates typically involve connecting the unit to a computer and downloading the latest charts via dedicated Furuno software. Refer to
the Furuno GP-320B manual for detailed instructions.

2. Q: What types of charts are compatible with the GP-320B? A: The GP-320B typically supports various electronic chart formats, including those produced by C-MAP and Navionics. Check your
Furuno documentation for specific compatibility details.

3. Q: Can I use the GP-320B without a GPS antenna? A: No, the GPS antenna is essential for the unit's functionality. It receives the satellite signals necessary for position determination.

4. Q: What should I do if my GP-320B loses GPS signal? A: Try moving to an area with a clearer view of the sky, ensure the antenna is correctly connected, and check for any obstructions that
might be interfering with the signal. If the problem persists, contact Furuno support.
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