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Constitutionalising Europe: Processes
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2006 Analysis

The ongoing quest for European integration has been a complex and fascinating journey,
marked by significant milestones and persistent challenges. Michael Longo's March 2006
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work, "Constitutionalising Europe: Processes and Practices," offers a crucial lens through
which to understand this multifaceted process. This article delves into the key arguments
and insights presented in Longo's analysis, exploring the historical context, theoretical
frameworks, and practical implications of constitutionalizing Europe. We'll examine the
European Constitution, the process of European integration, constitutionalism in
the EU, and the legitimacy of EU institutions.

The Historical Context of European Integration and
Constitutionalism

Longo's analysis expertly situates the "constitutionalising" process within the broader
historical trajectory of European integration. He meticulously traces the evolution from the
initial post-war collaborations to the increasingly ambitious projects of the European Union

(EU). This historical perspective is crucial for understanding the inherent tensions and

compromises that have shaped the EU's institutional architecture. The Treaty of Paris
(1951), establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, laid the groundwork, followed
by the Treaties of Rome (1957) creating the European Economic Community and Euratom.
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Each treaty incrementally expanded the scope of integration, but each also reflected the
complex negotiations and power dynamics between member states.

Longo highlights how the very idea of a "constitution" for Europe evolved alongside the
integration process itself. The early focus was on economic cooperation, gradually
expanding to encompass political and social dimensions. This expansion brought increased
scrutiny regarding democratic legitimacy and accountability, central themes in Longo's
work. The failure of the 2005 European Constitutional Referendum in France and the
Netherlands, a significant event discussed in Longo's research, underscored the crucial
need to address the democratic deficit perceived by many citizens. This event significantly
impacted subsequent efforts to reform and enhance the EU's constitutional framework,
leading to the Lisbon Treaty in 2007.

Theoretical Frameworks and Approaches to
Constitutionalisation

Longo's study isn't simply a historical narrative; it's also a rigorous examination of the
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theoretical underpinnings of European constitutionalism. He critically analyzes various
approaches to understanding the nature of a "constitution" in a supranational context.
These include federalist, functionalist, and intergovernmental perspectives, each offering
different insights into the processes and practices of constitutionalisation.

* Federalist approaches, as Longo describes, emphasize the creation of a
centralized, unified European state with a clear division of powers between
supranational and national levels.
e Functionalist approaches highlight the gradual expansion of EU competences
through practical cooperation and problem-solving.
* Intergovernmental approaches, in contrast, emphasize the continued primacy of
national states and their role in shaping the EU's development.

Longo expertly analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of each theoretical lens,
demonstrating how they illuminate different aspects of the complex reality of European
integration. He convincingly argues that a simplistic application of any single approach is
inadequate, urging readers to embrace a more nuanced and multifaceted understanding.
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Processes and Practices of Constitutionalisation:
Negotiation, Implementation and Legitimacy

A major contribution of Longo's work is its detailed examination of the *processes* involved
in shaping the EU's constitutional framework. He focuses on the negotiation processes
between member states, the role of the European Parliament and the Council of the
European Union, and the complex interplay between legal and political dynamics. This
detailed analysis of the EU's institutional framework provides crucial insights into how
decisions are made and implemented at the European level. The difficulties in achieving
consensus among diverse national interests and priorities are expertly highlighted,
underscoring the inherent challenges in constitutionalizing a multi-state entity.

The question of legitimacy is central to Longo's argument. He meticulously investigates
how the EU institutions can gain and maintain the trust and support of its citizens. The
perceived democratic deficit, the lack of direct democratic control over the EU institutions,
becomes a recurring theme. Longo explores various mechanisms for enhancing democratic
legitimacy, such as strengthening the powers of the European Parliament, increasing
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transparency, and improving citizen participation. This aspect is directly relevant to ongoing
debates about the future of European integration and the need for greater democratic
accountability.

Implications and Future Directions of European
Constitutionalism

Longo's 2006 analysis offers valuable insights into the ongoing process of
constitutionalizing Europe. While focusing on a specific historical juncture, his observations
on the challenges of negotiation, implementation, and legitimacy remain highly relevant.
The Treaty of Lisbon, which followed the rejection of the 2005 Constitution, demonstrated a
continued attempt to address these challenges. However, the EU continues to face
significant hurdles, particularly regarding the balance between national sovereignty and
supranational authority. Recent events, such as Brexit and the rise of Euroscepticism,
highlight the ongoing need for careful consideration of democratic legitimacy and the need
for the EU institutions to maintain their relevance and effectiveness in the face of evolving
national and international dynamics.
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Conclusion

Michael Longo's "Constitutionalising Europe: Processes and Practices" provides an insightful
and timely analysis of a complex and evolving process. His work masterfully combines
historical analysis, theoretical frameworks, and detailed examination of institutional
processes. Longo’s focus on the ongoing challenge of achieving democratic legitimacy
within the EU remains highly relevant, and his insights continue to inform debates about
the future direction of European integration. His contributions underscore the necessity for
a nuanced understanding of the complexities and challenges involved in building a truly
integrated and democratic Europe.

FAQ

Q1: What is the main argument of Longo's book?

Al: Longo's main argument centers on the multifaceted and challenging process of building
a "constitution" for Europe, acknowledging the diverse theoretical approaches and practical
hurdles involved. He emphasizes the need for a nuanced understanding, moving beyond
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simplistic interpretations of federalism, functionalism, or intergovernmentalism, and
highlighting the crucial issue of democratic legitimacy in the EU’s institutional structures.

Q2: How does Longo's work address the democratic deficit in the EU?

A2: Longo explicitly addresses the perceived democratic deficit in the EU, emphasizing the
lack of direct democratic control over the EU institutions. He analyzes various mechanisms
for enhancing democratic legitimacy, including increasing transparency, citizen
participation, and strengthening the powers of the European Parliament. The failure of the
2005 European Constitutional Referendum is a pivotal case study supporting this line of
inquiry.

Q3: What are the key theoretical frameworks Longo uses in his analysis?

A3: Longo employs several theoretical frameworks, including federalism, functionalism, and
intergovernmentalism, to examine different perspectives on European constitutionalization.
He critiques the limitations of using any single framework in isolation, arguing for a more
comprehensive and nuanced understanding that considers the interplay of these different
approaches.
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Q4: What role does the 2005 European Constitutional Referendum play in Longo's
analysis?

A4: The failure of the 2005 referendum in France and the Netherlands serves as a crucial
case study in Longo's work. It highlights the significant obstacles to achieving a widely
accepted European constitution and underscores the need to address the democratic deficit
and the concerns of national sovereignty.

Q5: What are the implications of Longo's work for the future of European
integration?

A5: Longo's work highlights the ongoing challenges to achieving deeper European
integration. His analysis emphasizes the importance of addressing the democratic deficit,
improving transparency and citizen participation, and navigating the complex balance
between national sovereignty and supranational authority. These insights remain highly
relevant to the current debates about the future of the EU.

Q6: How does Longo's work contribute to the broader field of comparative
constitutional law?
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A6: Longo's work significantly contributes to the field of comparative constitutional law by
examining the unique challenges of constitutionalizing a supranational entity like the EU.
His analysis offers valuable lessons for understanding the complexities of building a shared
legal and political framework across diverse national contexts. This work can be compared
with other analyses of the constitutionalization of other multinational or international
entities.

Q7: What are some of the limitations of Longo's analysis?

A7: As with any academic work, Longo's analysis has limitations. His work primarily focuses
on the period leading up to 2006, and subsequent developments, such as the Lisbon Treaty
and the Brexit vote, necessitate further analysis to update his conclusions fully. Moreover,
the focus on formal constitutional processes may not fully encompass the influence of
informal power dynamics and interest groups on the EU's development.

Q8: Where can | find Longo's work?

A8: While the specific publication details might vary, information on Michael Longo's work
can often be found through academic databases such as JSTOR, Google Scholar, and

10
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university library catalogs. Searching for "Constitutionalising Europe: Processes and
Practices" alongside the author's name should yield the relevant publications.

Navigating the Labyrinth: A Deep Dive into Longo's
“Constitutionalising Europe: Processes and Practices"

Michael Longo's March 2006 work, "Constitutionalising Europe: Processes and Practices,"
offers a critical study of the intricate path towards a integrated European constitution. This
article delves into the heart arguments discussed by Longo, exploring the diverse
approaches and strategies employed in the quest of European constitutionalization, and
evaluating their successes and failures. Longo's research remains applicable today,
providing priceless insights into the ongoing evolution of the European project.

The main proposition of Longo's book is that the procedure of forming a European
constitution is not a simple affair of drafting a single document, but rather a gradual
evolution shaped by diplomatic discussions, organizational structures, and national

influences. He highlights the relevance of understanding the interaction between these
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factors in order to completely comprehend the difficulties and possibilities involved in the
constitutional-building process.

Longo's approach involves a comprehensive examination of past events in European
integration, examining the part performed by diverse participants, including national
governments, the European Commission, the European Parliament, and various
stakeholders. He extracts upon a wide range of sources, comprising legal papers, policy
pronouncements, and scholarly publications. This multifaceted method enables him to
present a thorough and sophisticated narrative of the difficulties involved in the
constitution-making method.

One key feature of Longo's examination is his focus on the political dynamics present in the
debate and ratification of the proposed European constitution. He shows how national
priorities and philosophical differences molded the trajectory of the process, often
culminating in concessions and standoffs. The failure of the first proposed constitution in
referendums in France and the Netherlands serves as a strong example of these
governmental obstacles.

12
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Furthermore, Longo analyzes the function of structural elements in the constitutionalization
method. He analyzes the powers and limitations of diverse European institutions,
emphasizing how their connections influenced the shape and matter of the developing
European constitutional system.

Longo’s work gives a invaluable model for understanding the persistent growth of the
European Union's constitutional terrain. His examination continues applicable because the
obstacles of harmonizing national sovereignty with supranational authority remain central

problems. Longo's insights present a essential guide for policymakers, scholars, and anyone
interested in grasping the complexities of European integration.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the main argument of Longo's book? Longo argues that European
constitutionalization is a complex, incremental process shaped by political negotiations,
institutional arrangements, and societal pressures, not simply the drafting of a single
document.

2. What methodologies does Longo employ? Longo uses a multi-faceted approach,
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combining analysis of historical developments, examination of various actors' roles, and
scrutiny of legal and policy documents.

3. What is the significance of the failed European Constitution referendum? The
failure highlights the challenges in balancing national interests and achieving consensus on
a unified European constitution, demonstrating the political complexities inherent in the
process.

4. How is Longo's work relevant today? The challenges of balancing national
sovereignty with supranational authority remain central, making Longo’s analysis of the
processes and practices of European constitutionalization enduringly relevant.

5. Who would benefit from reading Longo's work? Policymakers, scholars, students,
and anyone interested in understanding the complexities of European integration and the
ongoing evolution of the European Union would find Longo's work valuable.
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