
92 Explorer Manual Hubs

92 Explorer Manual Hubs: A Deep
Dive into Off-Road Capability and

Maintenance
The Ford Explorer, particularly the 1992 model, holds a special place in the

hearts of many off-road enthusiasts. While later models leaned towards on-road
comfort, the '92 Explorer offered a unique blend of practicality and rugged

capability, often enhanced by the presence of manual locking hubs. This article
delves deep into the world of 1992 Explorer manual hubs, exploring their

benefits, proper usage, potential issues, and the overall impact they have on the
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vehicle's off-road performance. We will also cover topics such as manual hub
installation, hub maintenance, and the comparison between manual and

automatic hubs.

Understanding the Advantages of Manual
Locking Hubs on a 92 Explorer

Manual locking hubs represent a key feature for those seeking enhanced off-
road performance from their 1992 Ford Explorer. Unlike automatic hubs, which

engage and disengage automatically based on vehicle speed, manual hubs
provide the driver with complete control over the connection between the front

wheels and the drivetrain. This control offers several significant advantages:

Improved Fuel Efficiency: When driving on paved roads, manual hubs
allow you to disengage the front drivetrain completely. This eliminates the

friction and drag associated with constantly rotating the front axles,
resulting in noticeable improvements in fuel economy. This is a significant



92 Explorer Manual Hubs

92 Explorer Manual Hubs
3

benefit, especially considering the Explorer's somewhat thirsty engine.

Reduced Wear and Tear: Disengaging the front drivetrain when not
needed reduces wear and tear on various components, including the front

differential, U-joints, and even the transmission. This can translate into
lower maintenance costs and a longer lifespan for these crucial parts.

Enhanced Off-Road Performance: The primary advantage of manual
hubs is their ability to provide 4-wheel drive only when needed. This
provides superior traction in challenging off-road conditions. You can
engage the front axle when tackling mud, snow, or steep inclines and
disengage them when back on the road to maximize fuel efficiency.

Greater Control and Awareness: Manual hubs foster a greater
connection between the driver and their vehicle. The driver consciously
chooses when to engage or disengage 4-wheel drive, enhancing their

awareness of the terrain and the vehicle's capabilities.
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Using and Maintaining Your 92 Explorer Manual
Hubs

Properly using and maintaining your 1992 Explorer's manual locking hubs is
crucial for their longevity and the overall performance of your vehicle. Here's a

breakdown:

### Engaging and Disengaging the Hubs:

Before engaging or disengaging the hubs, ensure the vehicle is stationary. Most
92 Explorers with manual hubs utilize a simple locking mechanism. Consult your
owner's manual for the precise procedure, but generally, you'll rotate the hub

assembly to engage or disengage the locking mechanism, usually indicated by a
clear visual indicator (often a lever showing "locked" or "free").

### Regular Inspection and Lubrication:

Regular inspection of your manual hubs is essential. Look for signs of damage,
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excessive wear, or leaks. Periodic lubrication of the hub assembly using a
suitable grease is recommended. This helps to prevent premature wear and

ensures smooth operation. The frequency of lubrication depends on your usage,
but a yearly inspection and lubrication is a good rule of thumb. Neglecting this

can lead to issues like binding or seizing.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with 92
Explorer Manual Hubs

While generally robust, manual hubs can encounter problems. Some common
issues include:

Hubs Won't Lock: This could be due to several factors, including worn-
out parts, lack of lubrication, or damage to the locking mechanism.

Inspect the hub assembly for any signs of damage or wear.

Hubs Are Difficult to Engage or Disengage: This often indicates a
need for lubrication. Apply a suitable grease to the hub components and
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try again. If the problem persists, a more in-depth inspection might be
required.

Binding or Noise: Binding and noise usually indicate worn-out parts or a
lack of lubrication. Address the lubrication first. If the problem continues,

you might need to replace worn-out components.

Manual Hub Conversion: Some owners opt to convert to automatic
locking hubs for increased convenience, although this is a more involved

process and requires mechanical expertise.

Manual Hubs vs. Automatic Hubs: A
Comparison

While manual hubs offer superior control and fuel efficiency, automatic hubs
provide convenience. Automatic hubs engage and disengage automatically

based on vehicle speed and wheel slippage, eliminating the need for manual
intervention. This convenience comes at a cost – potentially lower fuel efficiency
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and increased wear and tear on the drivetrain components. The best choice
depends on your individual needs and driving habits. If off-roading is a

significant part of your use case, manual hubs are likely a better choice, while
for primarily on-road use, automatic hubs might be more appealing.

Conclusion: The enduring legacy of 92 Explorer
Manual Hubs

The 1992 Ford Explorer, particularly those equipped with manual locking hubs,
remains a popular choice for off-road enthusiasts. Understanding their benefits,
proper usage, and potential maintenance needs is crucial for maximizing their

performance and extending their lifespan. The choice between manual and
automatic hubs is a personal one, but for those prioritizing fuel efficiency,

control, and a more engaging driving experience off-road, the manual locking
hubs of the 92 Explorer offer a compelling combination of capability and

practicality.
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FAQ:
Q1: Can I drive my 92 Explorer with the manual hubs disengaged on a

paved road?

A1: Yes, you can and should. Driving with the hubs disengaged on paved roads
saves fuel and reduces wear and tear on your drivetrain components. However,

ensure they are properly disengaged.

Q2: How often should I lubricate my manual hubs?

A2: Ideally, you should lubricate your manual hubs at least once a year, or more
frequently if you frequently engage in off-road driving. Consult your owner's

manual for specific lubrication recommendations.

Q3: What type of grease should I use for my 92 Explorer manual hubs?

A3: Use a high-quality, waterproof grease specifically designed for automotive
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applications. Check your owner's manual for recommendations, as the correct
type of grease is vital for optimal performance and longevity.

Q4: What are the signs of a failing manual hub?

A4: Signs include difficulty engaging or disengaging the hubs, unusual noises
coming from the hubs, leaks, and noticeable binding or resistance during

rotation.

Q5: Can I replace my manual hubs myself?

A5: While possible, replacing manual hubs is a moderately challenging task
requiring mechanical aptitude and the right tools. If you're not comfortable with
automotive repairs, it's best to seek professional help from a qualified mechanic.

Q6: Are aftermarket manual hubs available for my 92 Explorer?

A6: Yes, several aftermarket manufacturers produce manual locking hubs
compatible with the 1992 Ford Explorer. However, ensure compatibility before
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purchasing.

Q7: What happens if I drive with the manual hubs engaged on a paved
road?

A7: Driving with the manual hubs engaged on paved roads will lead to reduced
fuel efficiency, increased wear and tear on the drivetrain, and potentially

increased tire wear.

Q8: My manual hub is stuck. What should I do?

A8: Try using a penetrating lubricant (like PB Blaster) and allow it to soak for
several hours. Then carefully try to disengage the hub. If it remains stuck, you

may need to consult a mechanic to avoid further damage.

Decoding the Mystery: Understanding Your
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1992 Explorer's Manual Hubs
The 1992 Ford Explorer, a legendary vehicle that introduced in a new era of
sport utility vehicles, often included a popular feature: manual locking hubs.

These seemingly basic devices played a crucial part in the Explorer's
performance, particularly for off-road adventures. But understanding their

mechanics is key to improving your Explorer's capabilities and avoiding
potential issues. This article will delve into the intricacies of the 1992 Explorer's

manual hubs, providing a complete guide to their operation and care.

The Mechanics of Manual Locking Hubs:

Unlike power-operated hubs, which engage instantly when the vehicle is in four-
wheel drive, manual hubs require operator intervention. This straightforward yet
robust system offers numerous advantages. The central component is a manual

lever or button located on each front wheel hub. When engaged, these hubs
directly connect the front axles to the driveshafts, allowing power to be directed

to the front wheels for four-wheel drive operation. When unlocked, the front
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axles are separated, leaving the front wheels free to turn independently, akin to
a two-wheel drive vehicle. This uncoupling is helpful in several ways, as it

minimizes drivetrain strain on paved highways, improves fuel mileage, and
lessens tire abrasion.

Think of it like this: manual hubs act as a switch for your front differential. They
allow you to choose when to engage four-wheel drive, offering you greater

command and adaptability.

Engagement and Disengagement Procedures:

The process of engaging and disengaging your 1992 Explorer's manual hubs is
relatively easy. However, it's crucial to follow the steps accurately to avoid

damage. Before attempting any operation, ensure your vehicle is stopped on a
flat terrain.

1. To engage the hubs (4WD): Rotate each hub lever to the right until you
feel it snap into place. You should feel noticeable tension.
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2. To disengage the hubs (2WD): Rotate each hub lever counter-clockwise
until you feel it snap into place. Again, noticeable tension will be felt.

Confirm that the hubs are properly engaged or disengaged by observing the
position of the levers. A clear signal usually indicates the condition of each hub.
This simple confirmation can save you from potential difficulties down the road.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting:

Regular upkeep is vital to ensure your manual hubs operate properly and extend
their lifespan. This comprises often checking the hubs for deterioration,

lubricating the mechanical parts, and exchanging any damaged components.

Frequent problems represent binding hubs, which might require lubrication or
cleaning. If a hub refuses to engage or disengage, you might need to investigate

for deterioration within the hub itself.

Conclusion:
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The 1992 Ford Explorer's manual locking hubs represent a classic piece of
automotive engineering. Understanding their function and conducting regular

upkeep will ensure their longevity and boost to the overall performance of your
vehicle. By mastering the art of operating these hubs, you can unlock the full

potential of your 1992 Explorer, both on and off the road.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Can I drive on paved roads with my hubs engaged?

A1: While it's not harmful to do so occasionally, it's not recommended. Driving
with engaged hubs on paved roads elevates drivetrain strain, decreases fuel

mileage, and accelerates tire abrasion.

Q2: What happens if I forget to disengage my hubs?

A2: Driving at increased speeds with engaged hubs on dry pavement can cause
sticking and excessive drivetrain wear. At lower speeds, it's less of an issue, but

still not ideal.
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Q3: How often should I grease my hubs?

A3: A good rule of thumb is to oil your hubs at least once year or every 12,000
miles, depending on operation.

Q4: How do I know if my hubs are bad?

A4: Signs of bad hubs include problems engaging or disengaging, strange noises
during operation, or significant vibration.
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