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Comprehensive Guide
Saxon Math has long been a staple in homeschooling curricula,
and Saxon Math 87, an incremental development homeschool
packet, represents a significant step in a student's mathematical
journey. This comprehensive guide dives into the intricacies of
Saxon Math 87, exploring its benefits, usage, and key features. We
will examine its incremental approach, the specific topics covered,
and how it compares to other math programs. This review will
address common concerns and equip parents with the information
needed to determine if Saxon Math 87 is the right fit for their child.

Introduction: Mastering Math
Incrementally
Saxon Math 87, part of the renowned Saxon Math series, employs
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an incremental development approach to teaching mathematics.
This means that concepts are introduced gradually, building upon
previously learned material. Unlike some programs that present
large chunks of information at once, Saxon Math 87 gently
introduces new topics while constantly reviewing prior concepts.
This spiral approach ensures that students master fundamental
skills before moving onto more advanced subjects. This systematic
repetition significantly strengthens understanding and retention, a
key advantage for homeschooling environments.

Benefits of Saxon Math 87 for
Homeschooling
The incremental development methodology of Saxon Math 87
offers several compelling benefits for homeschooling families:

Gradual Progression: The program's gentle pace allows
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students to absorb information effectively without feeling
overwhelmed. This is particularly beneficial for students who
may struggle with math or require a more tailored learning
experience.

Consistent Review: The continuous review of previously
learned material is critical for long-term retention. Students
don't simply forget what they learned weeks ago; consistent
practice reinforces their understanding. This eliminates the
need for extensive summer review, a common problem with
other curricula.

Thorough Skill Development: Saxon Math 87 excels in
building a solid foundation in key mathematical concepts.
This comprehensive approach prepares students well for
higher-level math courses in high school and beyond.
Algebra, geometry, and pre-calculus concepts are introduced
gradually, ensuring a smooth transition to upper-level math.
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Structured Lessons: Saxon Math 87 provides a clear and
structured curriculum, reducing the planning burden on
homeschooling parents. The program provides daily lessons
with clear instructions, making it easy to implement and
track student progress. The clear structure aligns perfectly
with the needs of busy homeschooling parents.

Comprehensive Assessment: Regular practice problems
and tests allow for consistent monitoring of student
progress, providing opportunities for timely intervention.
This built-in assessment system helps both the student and
parent identify areas requiring further attention.

Using Saxon Math 87 Effectively:
Practical Implementation Strategies
Successfully implementing Saxon Math 87 in a homeschool
environment requires a strategic approach:
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Consistency is Key: Stick to the daily lesson plan as much
as possible. Regular engagement is crucial to maintain
momentum and effectively reinforce learned concepts.

Effective Review Techniques: Incorporate active recall
techniques like flashcards or verbal quizzes to solidify
understanding. Encourage students to explain concepts in
their own words.

Parent Involvement: Active parental involvement,
especially in the earlier stages, is essential. Assist students
in understanding challenging concepts and provide
encouragement.

Supplement with Manipulatives: Use hands-on activities
and manipulatives to visualize abstract concepts, particularly
for younger students or those who benefit from a kinesthetic
learning style.
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Address Challenges Proactively: Don't hesitate to seek
additional resources or tutoring if the student struggles with
a specific topic. Timely intervention prevents frustration and
builds confidence.

Saxon Math 87: A Detailed Look at the
Curriculum
Saxon Math 87 covers a wide range of topics crucial for a strong
foundation in mathematics. These include:

Algebraic Concepts: This includes solving equations,
inequalities, and working with polynomials and linear
equations.

Geometry: Students will explore basic geometric shapes,
angles, and measurements. Fundamental concepts of area,
volume, and surface area are also introduced.
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Data Analysis: Interpreting data through graphs, charts,
and statistical measures is another crucial component.

Problem Solving: The program emphasizes problem-
solving skills through a variety of word problems and real-
world applications.

Number Operations: Students continue to refine their skills
in operations with integers, decimals, and fractions.

Conclusion: Is Saxon Math 87 Right for
Your Homeschooler?
Saxon Math 87's incremental development approach offers a
powerful and effective way to teach mathematics in a homeschool
setting. Its structured lessons, consistent review, and
comprehensive coverage of key concepts make it a strong
contender among homeschool math curricula. However, success
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hinges on consistent implementation and parental involvement. By
understanding the program's strengths and employing effective
teaching strategies, homeschooling families can leverage Saxon
Math 87 to equip their children with a solid mathematical
foundation.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is Saxon Math 87 suitable for all students?

A1: While Saxon Math 87 is designed for a broad range of
students, its incremental approach might not suit every learning
style. Students who thrive on immediate challenge or prefer a less
repetitive approach might find it less engaging. A trial period or
sample lessons can help determine suitability.

Q2: How does Saxon Math 87 compare to other homeschool
math programs?
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A2: Compared to programs with a more thematic approach, Saxon
Math 87’s incremental review is its distinguishing feature. Other
programs might cover broader topics in less depth. The choice
depends on the student's learning style and the parent's teaching
preferences.

Q3: What supplementary materials are helpful with Saxon
Math 87?

A3: While Saxon Math 87 is a complete curriculum, supplemental
materials can enhance learning. Consider workbooks for extra
practice, online resources for interactive exercises, and
manipulatives for visual learners.

Q4: How much time should be dedicated to Saxon Math 87
each day?

A4: The time commitment varies depending on the student's pace
and understanding. However, a consistent daily effort is crucial.
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Aim for a balance between focused learning and breaks to avoid
burnout.

Q5: What if my child struggles with a specific concept in
Saxon Math 87?

A5: Don’t hesitate to revisit previous lessons or seek external help.
Online resources, tutoring, or working with a math tutor can
provide targeted support. The incremental nature of Saxon Math
87 allows for this kind of focused review.

Q6: Does Saxon Math 87 prepare students for standardized
tests?

A6: The comprehensive coverage and consistent practice in Saxon
Math 87 effectively prepares students for standardized tests. The
program covers the essential mathematical concepts typically
assessed on such exams.
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Q7: Are there different versions of Saxon Math 87?

A7: Saxon Math generally offers a standard version and sometimes
alternate versions with additional support materials or different
teaching approaches, though this might vary by edition. Check the
publisher’s website for current offerings.

Q8: Where can I purchase Saxon Math 87?

A8: Saxon Math 87 can be purchased directly from the publisher's
website, online retailers like Amazon, or from homeschooling
curriculum providers. It's important to verify the edition is
appropriate for your child's current math level.

Saxon Math 8/7: An Incremental Development Homeschool Packet
– A Deep Dive

Choosing the perfect curriculum for your child can feel stressful.
The field is saturated with options, each promising the secret to
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academic triumph. For those starting on a homeschooling journey,
or those seeking a more structured approach, Saxon Math 8/7
presents itself as a attractive choice. This detailed exploration
delves into the specifics of this incremental development
homeschool packet, examining its benefits, weaknesses, and
practical implementation methods.

Saxon Math 8/7, unlike many other math programs, utilizes an
incremental approach. This indicates that ideas are introduced
slowly and repeatedly, building a solid foundation before
progressing to more sophisticated topics. Imagine building a
house: you wouldn't start with the roof before laying the
foundation. Saxon's method mirrors this sensible progression,
ensuring grasp at each step. This phased introduction of new
material makes it uniquely well-suited for kinesthetic learners who
advantage from repeated exposure.

The syllabus is organized into modules, each including a
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combination of new material, review questions, and practice
problems. The repetitive nature of the lessons ensures that ideas
are not only learned but also retained. This lessens the need for
lengthy review sessions later on. The textbook itself is clearly
written and easy to comprehend, with many examples and
explanations.

However, the phased nature, while a merit for some, can also be a
shortcoming for others. Some students might find the tempo too
slow, feeling that they could master more challenging material.
Furthermore, the attention on practice might not interest all
students, particularly those who prosper in a more stimulating
learning environment.

Implementing Saxon Math 8/7 effectively demands a structured
approach. Parents should confirm that their offspring understands
each concept before moving on to the next. Regular repetition is
essential for recall. Utilizing supplementary materials, such as
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practice books or online resources, can boost the learning
adventure. Regular tests are also necessary to track progress and
pinpoint any areas where additional help might be needed.

In closing, Saxon Math 8/7 offers a challenging yet successful
approach to math education. Its incremental development model
provides a robust foundation for students, allowing them to build
assurance and mastery as they progress. However, its tempo and
repetitive nature might not be suitable for all learners. Careful
thought of your child's learning style and choices is important
before choosing this unique curriculum.

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q1: Is Saxon Math 8/7 suitable for all 8th graders?

A1: While designed for 8th grade, Saxon Math 8/7's incremental
approach might be suitable for some advanced 7th graders or
those who need a more thorough review of foundational concepts.
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Consider your child's math skills and learning pace.

Q2: What supplementary materials are recommended?

A2: Online resources, such as Khan Academy or IXL, can offer extra
practice problems and explanations. Workbooks focusing on
specific skills can also be beneficial for reinforcing concepts.

Q3: How much time should be dedicated to each lesson?

A3: The time needed will vary depending on the individual student.
Aim for consistency rather than strict time limits. Some lessons
might take longer than others, and that's perfectly acceptable.

Q4: How can I assess my child's progress using Saxon Math
8/7?

A4: Utilize the built-in assessments within the textbook, create
your own quizzes and tests, and monitor your child's



Saxon Math 87 An Incremental Development Homeschool Packet

Saxon Math 87 An Incremental Development Homeschool Packet
17

understanding during daily practice and review sessions. Regular
observation of their problem-solving skills is crucial.
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