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Honda  Service  Manual  86-89  TRX350
Fourtrax  &  Foreman  4x4:  Your  Guide  to
Maintenance and Repair
The Honda TRX350 Fourtrax and Foreman 4x4, produced between 1986 and 1989, are iconic all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs) known for their durability and reliability. However, even the toughest
machines require regular maintenance and occasional repairs. This comprehensive guide delves
into the importance of owning and using a Honda service manual specifically for the 1986-87
TRX350  Fourtrax  4x4  and  the  1987-89  TRX350D Foreman 4x4.  We’ll  explore  its  benefits,
how to  use  it  effectively,  troubleshoot  common issues,  and  answer  frequently  asked  questions.
Understanding your ATV's mechanics using the right resources is key to extending its lifespan and
ensuring safe operation.

The Importance of a Honda TRX350 Service Manual
A dedicated Honda TRX350 service manual is an invaluable tool for any owner of these robust
ATVs.  It's  not  merely  a  collection of  diagrams;  it's  your  key to  understanding the intricate
workings of your machine. The manual serves as a detailed guide, allowing you to perform routine
maintenance, diagnose problems, and even carry out significant repairs yourself.

### Benefits of Using a Service Manual

Preventative Maintenance: The manual outlines a comprehensive schedule for routine
maintenance  tasks,  including  oil  changes,  air  filter  cleaning,  spark  plug  replacement,  and
more. Regular maintenance, as detailed in the manual, prevents major issues and extends
the life of your ATV.
Troubleshooting & Diagnostics: When problems arise, the service manual acts as your
diagnostic guide. It offers detailed troubleshooting charts, helping you pinpoint the cause of
mechanical malfunctions, saving you time and potentially costly repairs.
DIY Repairs: Many repairs are achievable with the proper tools and the guidance of the
manual. This reduces reliance on expensive mechanics, saving money and allowing you to
become more familiar with your ATV.
Understanding Your ATV: The service manual isn't just for repairs; it's an educational
resource that helps you understand the inner workings of your TRX350. This knowledge
builds  confidence  and  allows  for  more  informed  decisions  regarding  maintenance  and
repairs.
Increased Resale Value:  Well-maintained ATVs,  especially  those with  a  documented
history of maintenance (as evidenced by careful use of the service manual), command
higher resale values.

Using Your Honda TRX350 Service Manual Effectively
The TRX350D Foreman 4x4 service manual,  like  manuals  for  other  models,  is  typically
organized  into  sections  dealing  with  specific  systems  (engine,  transmission,  electrical,  etc.).
Effective  usage  requires  a  methodical  approach:

Familiarize Yourself with the Manual's Structure: Spend time browsing the table of
contents and index to understand the organization. This will enable quick access to the
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information you need.
Identify the Specific Model: Ensure you are using the manual corresponding precisely to
your  ATV's  year  and  model  (TRX350  Fourtrax  4x4  or  TRX350D  Foreman  4x4).
Variations exist between years and models.
Gather Necessary Tools: Before starting any repair or maintenance, gather all the tools
and parts listed in the manual. Improvisation can lead to mistakes and damage.
Follow Instructions Carefully:  The service manual provides step-by-step instructions
with clear diagrams. Adhere to these instructions diligently, paying close attention to torque
specifications.
Safety First: Always prioritize safety. Wear appropriate protective gear, such as gloves
and eye protection, and work in a well-ventilated area. Consult the safety precautions
outlined in the manual.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting with the Help of the
Manual
The  Honda  TRX350  Fourtrax  and  Foreman  4x4  service  manuals  frequently  address
common problems encountered by owners. These often include:

Engine Starting Issues: The manual will guide you through diagnosing problems like a
dead battery, faulty starter, carburetor issues, or ignition problems.
Transmission  Problems:  Issues  with  shifting,  unusual  noises,  or  slippage  can  be
troubleshot using the manual's detailed diagrams and troubleshooting charts.
Electrical Problems: Problems with lights, the battery, or other electrical components are
often addressed with clear wiring diagrams.
Brake Problems: The manual explains how to diagnose and repair brake issues, ensuring
safe operation.

Finding and Utilizing Online Resources
While a physical copy of the Honda TRX350 service manual is ideal, digital versions are also
readily available. Many online marketplaces and forums offer downloadable PDFs or online access
to these manuals. However, caution is advised; ensure you acquire the manual from a reputable
source to avoid inaccurate or incomplete information. Online forums dedicated to Honda ATVs can
also provide valuable community support and advice.

Conclusion
Investing in a Honda service manual for your 1986-89 TRX350 Fourtrax or Foreman 4x4
is a wise decision for any owner. It empowers you to perform routine maintenance, diagnose and
fix  problems,  and  ultimately  prolong  the  life  of  your  ATV.  By  diligently  using  the  manual  and
prioritizing  safety,  you  can  enjoy  many  years  of  reliable  service  from this  iconic  machine.
Remember,  preventative  maintenance  is  key,  and  understanding  your  ATV's  mechanics
empowers you to be a responsible and informed owner.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find a Honda TRX350 service manual?

A1:  You can find Honda TRX350 service manuals through online retailers like eBay, Amazon, or
specialized ATV parts websites. Some owners share digital copies on forums, but be wary of the
source’s reliability. Local motorcycle repair shops might also have access to manuals or be able to
recommend a source.

Q2: Is it difficult to use the service manual?

A2: The difficulty level varies depending on your mechanical aptitude and the complexity of the
repair.  Basic  maintenance tasks like oil  changes are relatively straightforward,  while  engine
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overhauls require more skill and experience. The manuals are written to be informative, but some
mechanical knowledge is helpful.

Q3: Can I perform all repairs myself using the manual?

A3: While the manual enables many DIY repairs, some tasks might require specialized tools or
expertise. For complex repairs, seeking professional help is recommended. Safety should always
be your top priority.

Q4: Are there differences between the Fourtrax and Foreman manuals?

A4:  While  both  are  TRX350s,  there  are  subtle  differences  due  to  model  year  and  slight  design
variations between the Fourtrax and Foreman. Ensure you have the manual specifically for your
model year and type (Fourtrax or Foreman).

Q5: My manual is missing pages; what can I do?

A5:  If  your  manual  is  incomplete,  try  contacting  the  seller  for  a  replacement  or  refund if
purchased recently.  You could also look for  a complete copy online from a reliable source.
Honda's  official  website  might  have  some  resources,  although  complete  manuals  are  often  not
freely available.

Q6: How often should I perform maintenance as outlined in the manual?

A6: The service manual provides a detailed maintenance schedule. Adhering to this schedule is
crucial for optimal performance and longevity. This includes regular checks, oil changes, and
other recommended services.

Q7: What if I encounter a problem not described in the manual?

A7: If you encounter an issue not covered in the manual, seek assistance from online forums
dedicated  to  Honda  ATVs  or  consult  with  a  qualified  ATV  mechanic.  Provide  as  much  detail  as
possible about the problem.

Q8: Can I use a generic ATV service manual instead?

A8: No, it’s highly recommended to use a service manual specific to your Honda TRX350 model
(Fourtrax  or  Foreman)  and  year.  Generic  manuals  might  contain  inaccurate  or  incomplete
information, potentially leading to mistakes or damage.

Decoding the Secrets: Your Guide to the Honda Service
Manuals for the TRX350 FourTrax & Foreman 4x4
The vintage Honda TRX350 FourTrax and Foreman 4x4 ATVs, produced between 1988 and 1989,
represent a golden era in ATV manufacture. These robust machines, known for their strength and
endurance, are still treasured by owners worldwide. However, keeping these machines in top
condition requires adequate maintenance, and that’s where the crucial Honda service manuals for
the  '86-'87  TRX350 FourTrax  4x4  and  '87-'89  TRX350D Foreman 4x4  come into  play.  This
thorough guide will explore the value of these manuals and offer insights on how to optimize their
effectiveness.

The  Honda  service  manuals  aren't  just  collections  of  images  and  specifications;  they  are
roadmaps to understanding the intricate inner workings of your ATV. They transform you from a
casual  user  into  a  expert  mechanic,  allowing  you  to  execute  routine  maintenance  and
troubleshoot problems successfully. Think of them as the definitive source of knowledge for your
machine.

Inside the Manuals: A Deep Dive

These manuals are structured to offer a logical approach to service. They typically include:
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Detailed Exploded Diagrams: These accurate diagrams show every piece of the ATV,
making it easy to locate specific parts and understand their relationship. This is invaluable
when taking apart or reinstalling components.

Step-by-Step Procedures: Each procedure, from changing the lubricant to replacing the
brake shoes, is broken down into a string of understandable steps. This reduces the risk of
errors and ensures a efficient maintenance.

Torque  Specifications:  The  manuals  provide  the  correct  torque  values  for  fasteners
throughout the ATV. Using the proper torque is essential to prevent injury to parts and
ensure the strength of the assembly.

Troubleshooting  Charts:  These  useful  charts  guide  you  through  the  process  of
pinpointing problems based on indications. They save you energy and frustration by helping
you determine the source of the malfunction.

Wiring Diagrams: The electrical systems of ATVs can be intricate. The manuals give easy-
to-understand wiring diagrams, allowing you to trace cables and diagnose electrical faults.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies

Owning and utilizing a Honda service manual for your TRX350 is an investment in the durability of
your  machine  and  your  own  practical  skills.  By  periodically  performing  maintenance  tasks
outlined in the manual, you'll increase the duration of your ATV, improve its functionality, and
minimize the risk of expensive breakdown. Furthermore, the expertise gained from using the
manual will increase your self-assurance and independence as a mechanic.

Conclusion

The Honda service manuals for the TRX350 FourTrax and Foreman 4x4 are far more than just
repair guides; they are tools that allow ATV owners to take control of their machines' health. By
thoroughly studying and implementing the directions within these manuals, you can secure the
enduring robustness of your retro ATV and savor many years of trustworthy performance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can I find a Honda service manual for my TRX350?

A1: Online retailers often sell  both printed and digital  versions.  You can also check vintage
motorcycle parts suppliers.

Q2: Are there different manuals for the FourTrax and Foreman?

A2:  While  they  share  many  similarities,  there  might  be  minor  differences  due  to  specification
variations between the models. It’s best to verify the manual clearly states its compatibility with
your particular model year.

Q3: Do I need specialized tools to use the manual?

A3: Some common tools are necessary, but the manual will generally indicate the required tools
for each operation. You don't necessarily need a fully stocked professional mechanic's shop.

Q4: Can I perform all repairs using only the manual?

A4: While the manuals are detailed, some complicated repairs might need more specialized
knowledge or tools. Don't hesitate to seek help from a experienced ATV mechanic if needed.

Q5: How often should I consult the manual for maintenance?

A5: Periodically referring to the manual for scheduled maintenance, such as oil changes, is highly
suggested to keep your ATV running smoothly and extend its service life.
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