Study Guide
Questions Forgotten
God Francis Chan

Study Guide
Questions: Forgotten
God by Francis Chan

Francis Chan’s “Forgotten God” is a powerful
call to rediscover the holiness and majesty of
God. This book challenges readers to move
beyond a superficial understanding of faith and
embrace a deeper, more transformative
relationship with the divine. To help you fully
engage with Chan’s message, we've compiled
this comprehensive guide, addressing potential
study guide questions related to "Forgotten
God," delving into its key themes and offering
practical applications for your personal spiritual
journey. This guide will serve as a helpful
resource for both individual reflection and
group discussions, exploring topics like



spiritual disciplines, the nature of God, and
living a God-centered life.

Understanding the Core
Message: A Synopsis of
"Forgotten God"

Chan’s “Forgotten God” isn't just another self-
help book on spirituality; it’s a passionate plea
to reclaim the awe-inspiring nature of God often
lost in modern Christianity. He argues that
many Christians have a distorted view of God,
one that's comfortable, convenient, and
ultimately, unchallenging. This diluted view
often leads to lukewarm faith and a lack of
genuine transformation. Instead, Chan urges a
return to a biblical understanding of God,
emphasizing His holiness, power, sovereignty,
and judgment - attributes often downplayed or
ignored in contemporary religious practices.
The book doesn't shy away from difficult
theological concepts but presents them with
remarkable clarity and passion, making it
accessible to a wide audience. Key concepts
revolve around the need to prioritize God above
all else, demonstrating this commitment
through tangible actions and a dedicated
lifestyle. This includes a renewed focus on
prayer, Bible study, and community, all seen as
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vital components of a thriving relationship with
God.

Key Themes and Study Guide
Questions for "Forgotten
God"

This section addresses some crucial themes
within “Forgotten God” and provides
corresponding study guide questions designed
to stimulate deep reflection and discussion:

1. The Holiness of God: Chan emphasizes
God's absolute holiness and transcendence. He
challenges the notion of a God who is easily
manipulated or controlled by human desires.

¢ Study Guide Question: How does Chan’s
depiction of God's holiness challenge your
own understanding of God? How does this
understanding impact your daily life and
priorities? How does this understanding
affect your perception of worship?

2. The Importance of Spiritual Disciplines:
The book highlights the crucial role of spiritual
disciplines like prayer, fasting, Bible study, and
community in cultivating a deeper relationship
with God. These aren't merely optional
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additions; they are essential practices for
spiritual growth.

¢ Study Guide Question: Which spiritual
disciplines do you currently practice, and
how effective are they? What are the
obstacles preventing you from engaging
in these disciplines more consistently?
How can you overcome these obstacles?
This section relates directly to the study
of practical Christianity.

3. Living a God-Centered Life: Chan argues
for a life radically centered on God's will, not
our own preferences. This often involves making
difficult choices and embracing sacrifice.

¢ Study Guide Question: How does
prioritizing God over personal desires
change your daily decisions? What
practical steps can you take to live a more
God-centered life? What are some
examples of areas where you need to
prioritize God'’s will above your own?

4. The Nature of True Worship: Chan
explores the meaning of true worship,
challenging the superficiality often found in
modern worship services. He emphasizes
genuine reverence, humility, and a heart
transformed by God's grace.
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¢ Study Guide Question: What does true
worship look like, according to Chan?
How does this differ from your own
understanding of worship? How can you
cultivate a more authentic and meaningful
worship experience?

5. The Call to Mission: “Forgotten God”
implicitly and explicitly emphasizes a call to
missions and service. Chan inspires readers to
share the Gospel and actively participate in
God's work in the world.

¢ Study Guide Question: How does your
understanding of God's holiness affect
your motivation for missions and
evangelism? What practical steps can you
take to engage more fully in God's
mission? How might your lifestyle better
reflect a commitment to sharing the
Gospel?

Benefits of Engaging with
“Forgotten God”

Reading and studying “Forgotten God” offers
numerous benefits:

¢ A Deeper Understanding of God: The
book provides a refreshing and profound
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perspective on God's character and
attributes.

¢ Renewed Spiritual Passion: Chan's
passionate writing ignites a renewed
sense of awe and wonder towards God.

e Practical Application: The book offers
practical steps for cultivating a deeper
relationship with God and living a more
purposeful life.

e Community Building: Using the study
guide questions in a group setting fosters
meaningful conversations and strengthens
spiritual bonds.

e Challenging Comfortable Beliefs: It
challenges readers to confront
complacency and engage in self-
examination.

Using This Study Guide
Effectively

This study guide is designed to be used in
several ways:

¢ Individual Reflection: Use the questions
for personal meditation and journaling.
Consider keeping a spiritual journal to
record your thoughts and prayers.

e Small Group Study: Gather with friends
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or a church group to discuss the questions
and share insights. Assign different
sections to group members for
presentation and discussion.

¢ Sermon Preparation: Pastors and
preachers can utilize the questions to
prepare sermons or teaching series based
on “Forgotten God.”

Conclusion: Rediscovering
the Majesty of God

Francis Chan’s “Forgotten God” is a powerful
and timely message for believers in every
generation. By rediscovering the holiness and
majesty of God, we can move beyond superficial
faith and embrace a deeper, more
transformative relationship with Him. The study
guide questions provided in this article offer a
valuable tool for engaging with this profound
work, leading to personal growth, community
building, and a renewed commitment to living a
life wholly dedicated to God. It's a call to action,
prompting readers to examine their lives and
realign themselves with a truly awe-inspiring
understanding of the Divine. This isn’t just
about intellectual understanding; it’s about a
radical transformation of the heart and life, a
profound response to the God who is both holy
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and loving.

FAQ: Addressing Common
Questions about "Forgotten
God"

Q1: Is "Forgotten God" only for Christians?

Al: While written from a Christian perspective,
the book's core message about the majesty and
power of God is relevant to anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the divine, regardless
of their religious background. The emphasis on
humility, service, and personal transformation
resonates across various spiritual traditions.

Q2: Is "Forgotten God" a difficult book to
read?

A2: While the theological content is rich, Chan
writes in a clear and accessible style. The book
is not overly academic and uses relatable
examples, making it understandable to a broad
audience. However, the challenging nature of
the message itself may require some
contemplation and reflection.

Q3: What makes "Forgotten God" different
from other Christian books?
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A3: "Forgotten God" stands out through its
passionate and unapologetic presentation of
God's holiness. It boldly confronts the
comfortable, complacent Christianity often
found in modern society, urging readers to
examine their faith and live lives that genuinely
reflect their belief.

Q4: How can I apply the teachings of
"Forgotten God" to my daily life?

A4: The book encourages practical steps, such
as prioritizing prayer, engaging in consistent
Bible study, actively participating in a church
community, and seeking opportunities for
service and evangelism. Start by identifying one
area where you can focus on implementing
these principles and gradually build from there.

Q5: What if I struggle to understand some
of the theological concepts?

A5: Don't hesitate to consult other resources,
such as commentaries, theological dictionaries,
or trusted mentors within your faith community.
Group study can also be beneficial for
discussing and clarifying any difficult concepts.

Q6: How can I use this book for spiritual

growth within a group setting?
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A6: Organize regular meetings, assign readings,
use the study guide questions as discussion
starters, and create an environment where
individuals feel comfortable sharing their
thoughts and experiences honestly and
vulnerably.

Q7: Is this book suitable for newcomers to
Christianity?

A7: While certain aspects might require some
background understanding, the book's overall
message of God's love and the importance of a
personal relationship with Him is accessible and
impactful for individuals new to Christianity.
However, it’s recommended to pair it with other
introductory materials.

Q8: What are some potential criticisms of
"Forgotten God"?

A8: Some may find Chan's direct and
challenging style overly confrontational. Others
might disagree with certain interpretations of
scripture. Nevertheless, the book's central
message remains a powerful call to genuine
faith and a deeper relationship with God.
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Delving Deep: A
Comprehensive Guide to
Exploring Francis Chan's
"Forgotten God"

Francis Chan's "Forgotten God" is far from just
a book; it's a call to a more profound
relationship with God. This powerful literary
creation challenges readers to reconsider their
comprehension of God and His place in their
lives. This article serves as a companion to help
you navigate the involved themes presented in
Chan's work, providing study guide questions
designed to promote contemplation and
religious development.

The book's central premise revolves around the
peril of relegating God to a secondary position
in our lives. Chan asserts that many Christians,
despite their statements of faith, function as if
God is irrelevant to their daily choices. He uses
biblical examples and contemporary
assessments to exemplify this hidden shift away
from a centrally important God.

Key Themes and Study Guide Questions:

To truly understand the magnitude of Chan's
message, it's crucial to interact with the text on
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a individual level. The following study guide
questions are designed to assist this process,
broken down by key thematic areas:

1. The Nature of God:

e How does Chan describe God's character?
Analyze his portrayal with your own
perception of God.

¢ Discuss Chan's assessment of the common
misconceptions about God prevalent in
modern Christianity. Provide specific
examples from the text.

e How does understanding God's
sovereignty influence your daily life and
decisions?

2. The Problem of Complacency:

e What are some of the methods Chan
describes that Christians become
complacent in their faith? Link these to
your own life experiences.

e How does Chan question the idea of
"easy" Christianity? What does it mean to
pursue a profound faith?

e Highlight instances in your own life where
you may have preferred other things over
your connection with God.

3. The Call to Surrender:
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e What does it mean to truly surrender your
life to God? What are the practical
implications of this surrender?

e How does Chan define true compliance to
God? Separate it from outward
compliance without genuine change.

e [llustrate a time when you experienced
the satisfaction of complete submit to
God's will.

4. Living a Life of Purpose:

e What does it mean to live a life centered
on God's glory?

e How does Chan connect prayer and
compliance to experiencing God's
presence?

e Describe Chan's vision of a life totally
devoted to Christ. Evaluate its feasibility
in today's world.

5. Practical Application:

 Select one specific area of your life where
you need to reconsider your relationship
with God. Develop a concrete plan for
improving it.

 Pinpoint specific steps you can take to
grow a deeper bond with God.

e How can you share Chan's message with
others? What are the challenges you
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might face, and how can you overcome
them?

Conclusion:

"Forgotten God" is a challenging book that
demands a response. It forces readers to face
their own principles and behaviors. By
participating with the text through thoughtful
contemplation and the study guide questions
provided, you can begin on a journey of faith-
based uncovering and alteration. The tangible
benefits are countless, leading to a richer, more
significant relationship with God and a more
significant life.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is "Forgotten God" only for Christians?

A1l: While the book's principal audience is
Christians, its topics on faith, dedication, and
meaning are relevant to anyone searching a
deeper perception of life and faith.

Q2: How long does it take to absorb
"Forgotten God"?

A2: The duration needed hinges on your
absorption pace and extent of meditation. Many
readers allocate several weeks, permitting time
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for reflection and prayer.

Q3: What makes Chan's writing style
unique?

A3: Chan’s style is straightforward yet intense.
He merges scriptural insights with
contemporary examples, making the text both
accessible and challenging.

Q4: What is the overall message of the
book?

A4: The core message is a call to reassess our
relationship with God, ensuring He is not
merely a peripheral figure in our lives but the
principal focus of our existence. It's a challenge
to live a life completely committed to Him.
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