
Gettysburg The Movie Study
Guide

Gettysburg: The Movie – A
Comprehensive Study Guide
The 1993 film *Gettysburg*, a sprawling epic depicting the pivotal battle
of the American Civil War, offers a rich tapestry of history, strategy, and
human drama. This Gettysburg movie study guide aims to provide
educators, students, and history enthusiasts with a comprehensive
resource for exploring the film's complexities and its historical context.
We’ll delve into its historical accuracy, key characters, strategic
decisions, and the lasting impact of the battle, offering a deeper
understanding of this crucial moment in American history. This guide
will cover crucial aspects such as battlefield tactics, key figures,
historical accuracy, and thematic analysis.

Understanding the Historical Context
Before diving into the film itself, it's crucial to understand the historical
context of the Battle of Gettysburg. Fought from July 1st to 3rd, 1863,
Gettysburg was a turning point in the American Civil War. The
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, under General Robert E. Lee,
invaded the North, aiming to achieve a decisive victory on Union soil.
Their advance was met by the Army of the Potomac, led by General
George Meade. The battle, characterized by intense fighting across a
diverse terrain, resulted in a devastating Union victory, significantly
weakening the Confederacy and marking a shift in the momentum of the
war. Understanding this backdrop enriches the viewing and analytical
experience of the film *Gettysburg*.

Key Figures and Their Portrayals in the
Movie
*Gettysburg* meticulously portrays numerous key figures, bringing them
to life with nuanced performances. The film's success lies partly in its
ability to accurately represent the personalities and motivations of these
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historical leaders. Analyzing these portrayals is a key element of a
comprehensive Gettysburg movie study guide.

General Robert E. Lee: The film depicts Lee's strategic brilliance
and his unwavering determination, but also hints at the immense
pressure he faced. Students can analyze his decision-making
processes and the consequences of his choices.

General George Meade: Meade's portrayal highlights his
relatively inexperienced yet decisive leadership under intense
pressure. Understanding his role in the Union victory is a critical
aspect of this Gettysburg movie study guide.

Brigadier General Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain:
Chamberlain's heroic stand on Little Round Top is one of the most
memorable scenes in the film, showcasing incredible bravery and
leadership. Analyzing his actions offers valuable insights into the
human cost of war.

General George Pickett: Pickett's Charge, the devastating
Confederate assault on the Union center, is powerfully depicted,
highlighting the courage and sacrifice of the soldiers involved. The
futility of the charge is also a central theme, demonstrating the
consequences of poor strategic decision-making.

Analyzing Battlefield Tactics and Strategy
A central focus of any Gettysburg movie study guide should be on the
battlefield tactics employed by both sides. The film vividly portrays the
complexities of the battle, from the initial skirmishes to the climactic
Pickett's Charge. Analyzing the strategic decisions, including troop
deployments, flanking maneuvers, and artillery barrages, provides
valuable insights into military strategy of the era. For example, students
can compare and contrast Lee’s aggressive strategy with Meade's more
defensive approach. The film allows for a detailed examination of the
terrain's influence on battlefield tactics, emphasizing the importance of
geography in the outcome of the battle. This tactical analysis is
essential for a complete understanding of the film's narrative.

Historical Accuracy and Artistic License
While aiming for historical accuracy, *Gettysburg* is a movie, and as
such, takes some artistic liberties. A thorough Gettysburg movie study
guide should acknowledge these differences. Some scenes are
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condensed or rearranged for dramatic effect, while certain characters
may be emphasized more than others. However, the film's overall
adherence to historical events and the accurate representation of major
battles and individuals makes it a valuable educational tool. This
historical accuracy discussion should include comparing the film's
depiction of events with established historical accounts. Students can
research primary sources to assess the level of fidelity and identify any
instances of creative license.

Thematic Exploration and Lasting Impact
Beyond the battlefield, *Gettysburg* explores broader themes relevant to
this Gettysburg movie study guide. The film delves into the human cost
of war, portraying the suffering and sacrifice of both Union and
Confederate soldiers. The themes of leadership, courage, and the
enduring legacy of the battle are central to the narrative. The film's
impact extends beyond the historical context, offering profound
reflections on the nature of conflict and the importance of understanding
the past. Considering the lasting impact of the Battle of Gettysburg on
the course of the Civil War and American history is also crucial for a
complete understanding.

Conclusion
*Gettysburg* transcends its status as a historical drama; it serves as a
compelling and engaging tool for learning about one of the most pivotal
battles in American history. This Gettysburg movie study guide
encourages a multifaceted approach to analyzing the film, incorporating
historical research, strategic analysis, and thematic interpretation. By
understanding the film's historical context, key figures, battlefield
tactics, and artistic choices, students can gain a deeper appreciation of
this crucial moment in American history and its enduring legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is *Gettysburg* historically accurate?

A1: *Gettysburg* strives for historical accuracy, but it’s important to
remember it's a dramatization, not a documentary. While major events
and key figures are accurately represented, certain scenes are
condensed or rearranged for narrative flow. It’s best to use the film as a
springboard for further research using primary sources and reputable
historical accounts.
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Q2: What makes *Gettysburg* a good educational tool?

A2: The film's meticulous detail, strong performances, and relatively
accurate depiction of the battle make it engaging and informative. It
brings history to life, allowing students to connect with the events and
individuals in a way textbooks often can’t. It stimulates discussions on
strategy, leadership, and the human cost of war.

Q3: What are the main themes explored in *Gettysburg*?

A3: The film explores themes of leadership under pressure, the human
cost of war, the impact of strategic decisions, the courage of ordinary
soldiers, and the enduring legacy of a pivotal battle. It also implicitly
touches upon the complexities of national identity and the struggle for
unity within a divided nation.

Q4: How can I use *Gettysburg* in a classroom setting?

A4: *Gettysburg* can be used as a springboard for discussions on
military strategy, leadership, the impact of the Civil War, and the
importance of primary sources. Students can research specific battles,
individuals, or events depicted in the film, comparing the film’s portrayal
with historical accounts. Group projects analyzing specific scenes or
characters are also effective.

Q5: What are some alternative resources to supplement the film?

A5: Supplement the film with primary sources like letters from soldiers,
official battle reports, and historical photographs. Use reputable
secondary sources, including academic books and articles, to get a
broader understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg and the Civil War.
Visit the Gettysburg National Military Park website for additional
information and resources.

Q6: What are the strengths and weaknesses of the film?

A6: Strengths include its impressive scale, detailed battle sequences,
and strong performances. Weaknesses include its length (it can be
challenging for shorter attention spans), some unavoidable historical
inaccuracies due to dramatic license, and a possible bias towards Union
perspectives.

Q7: How does the film portray the ordinary soldiers?

A7: *Gettysburg* makes a conscious effort to show the experiences of
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ordinary soldiers on both sides, highlighting their courage, fear, and
sacrifices. This humanizes the conflict and helps viewers connect with
the individuals involved beyond the broader strategic narratives.

Q8: Why is the Battle of Gettysburg considered so important?

A8: The Battle of Gettysburg is considered a turning point in the Civil
War because it marked the high-water mark of the Confederate invasion
of the North. The Confederate defeat significantly weakened their army,
boosting Union morale and altering the strategic course of the war,
ultimately contributing to the Union victory.

Gettysburg the Movie: A Study Guide

Introduction:

Delving inside the cinematic portrayal of the crucial Battle of Gettysburg
requires more than merely watching the film. This study guide aims to
present a complete exploration of Ron Maxwell's|Edward Zwick's} 1993
epic, *Gettysburg*, enabling audiences to understand its authentic
accuracy, dramatic influence, and enduring heritage. We'll investigate
the film's representation of key events, characters, and themes, offering
opportunities for more profound engagement with this meaningful
moment in American history. This isn't simply a recapitulation of the
battle; it's a exploration into the individual stories that shaped its
conclusion.

I. Historical Accuracy and Artistic License:

*Gettysburg* strives for authentic accuracy, utilizing detailed period
costumes, weaponry, and settings. However, as with any cinematic
adaptation, creative license is used. The film shortens incidents that
spanned days into a more manageable timeframe. Some characters are
combined or excluded for narrative unity. It's essential for viewers to
recognize this variation and refer to secondary sources like histories and
biographies to obtain a more complete understanding of the battle's
complexity. For instance, while the film effectively portrays the charge of
Pickett's Division, the utter scale and brutal character of the fighting are
perhaps heightened for dramatic influence.

II. Character Studies:

The film excels in its presentation of key figures. General Robert E. Lee’s
military options and inner dilemmas are explored with refined detail.
Similarly, the portrayal of General George Meade, while less extensive
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than Lee’s, highlights his composure under pressure and military
acumen. The film also presents numerous secondary characters,
permitting the audience to connect with the average soldiers enduring
the horrors of war. The communication between these persons provides
understanding into the human cost of the battle and the broader setting
of the American Civil War.

III. Themes and Interpretations:

*Gettysburg* investigates numerous recurring themes, including
leadership, courage, selflessness, and the brutality of war. The film
doesn't refrain away from portraying the graphic fact of battle,
displaying the bloodshed and suffering caused on both sides. This
unvarnished depiction acts to highlight the terror of war and the
necessity for peace. Different viewers may interpret these themes in
diverse ways, leading to rich class conversations.

IV. Using *Gettysburg* in Educational Settings:

*Gettysburg* provides a valuable educational aid for learning the
American Civil War. In the classroom, teachers can use the film to ignite
debates about factual context, military tactics, leadership, and the
individual cost of conflict. Exercises could include matching the film's
representation to factual accounts, analyzing character motivations, and
arguing the film's presentations of key events. The movie's length may
demand segmentation and careful picking of pertinent scenes.

V. Conclusion:

*Gettysburg* is more than merely a historical drama; it's a powerful
cinematic experience that attracts viewers on multiple levels. Its
comprehensive portrayal of the Battle of Gettysburg, joined with its
examination of individual stories and enduring themes, presents a
compelling narrative that remains to echo with audiences today. By
employing this study guide, students can enhance their appreciation of
this important event in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is *Gettysburg* historically accurate?

A: While striving for accuracy, *Gettysburg* takes artistic license,
condensing timeframes and simplifying some events for narrative flow.
Supplementing the film with historical texts is recommended for a
complete understanding.



Gettysburg The Movie Study Guide
7

2. Q: What are the key themes explored in *Gettysburg*?

A: Key themes include leadership, courage, sacrifice, the brutality of
war, and the human cost of conflict. The film compels viewers to
consider the weight of these themes within the historical context.

3. Q: How can *Gettysburg* be used in education?

A: The film is a valuable educational tool. It can spark classroom
discussions about history, military strategy, leadership, and the human
impact of war. Teachers can design activities around comparing the film
to historical accounts and analyzing character motivations.

4. Q: What makes *Gettysburg* stand out among Civil War films?

A: *Gettysburg* stands out due to its scale, commitment to historical
detail (within reasonable artistic license), and its focus on the human
element of the battle. It attempts to portray the war's reality with a level
of detail rare in other productions.
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