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2013 DSE Chem Marking Scheme:
A Comprehensive Guide for

Hong Kong Students
The Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE)

examination is a crucial stepping stone for many students,
and Chemistry, with its demanding curriculum, often
presents a significant challenge. Understanding the

marking scheme is vital for success. This article delves
deep into the 2013 DSE Chem marking scheme, analyzing its

structure, offering insights into effective study
strategies, and addressing common student queries. We'll
explore aspects like DSE Chemistry marking criteria, 2013
DSE Chemistry paper structure, and common pitfalls to

avoid, ultimately aiming to equip you with the knowledge
to approach the exam with confidence.

Understanding the 2013 DSE Chem
Marking Scheme Structure

The 2013 DSE Chemistry exam, like subsequent years,
comprised several papers, each with its own specific

marking scheme. While the exact details aren't publicly
available as a single consolidated document, understanding
the general principles and accessing past papers provides
invaluable insight. The 2013 DSE Chemistry paper structure

typically involved a combination of multiple-choice
questions, structured questions, and data-analysis

questions.

The marking schemes themselves were designed to assess
different aspects of understanding:
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Knowledge and Comprehension: This section tested
students' recall of facts, concepts, and definitions.

Marks were awarded for correctly identifying key
terms, processes, and principles.

Application and Analysis: This evaluated the ability
to apply learned concepts to solve problems,

interpret data, and draw logical conclusions. Marks
often depended on demonstrating a clear understanding

of the underlying chemical principles.
Experimentation and Investigation: Where applicable

(primarily in Paper 3), this section tested practical
skills and understanding of experimental procedures,

data analysis, and error handling. Detailed
explanations and correct interpretations were crucial

for securing full marks.

The DSE Chemistry marking criteria within each question
often involved allocating partial marks. For instance, a

multi-step calculation might award marks for correct
units, intermediate steps, and the final answer.

Similarly, structured questions often rewarded clear
explanations and logical reasoning even if the final

answer was incorrect. This emphasizes the importance of
showing your work. Therefore, simply arriving at the

correct numerical answer isn't enough; the *process* is
vital.

Benefits of Understanding the 2013 DSE
Chem Marking Scheme

Familiarizing yourself with the 2013 DSE Chem marking
scheme, even if indirectly through past papers and

analyses, offers several key benefits:

Targeted Study: By understanding how marks are
allocated, you can focus your revision efforts on

areas where more marks are available and on the types
of questions that consistently appear. This allows

for more efficient use of study time.
Improved Exam Technique: Knowing the marking scheme
helps you develop effective exam techniques. You'll
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learn to present your answers clearly, concisely, and
logically, maximizing your chances of earning partial

marks even if your final answer is not entirely
correct.

Reduced Exam Anxiety: Preparation, including
understanding how the exam is marked, greatly reduces
anxiety on exam day. Knowing what to expect allows
you to approach the exam with greater confidence and

composure.
Identifying Weaknesses: Analyzing past papers and
their corresponding marking schemes helps identify
weaknesses in your understanding. This allows you to
focus your revision efforts effectively on areas

requiring improvement.

Effective Study Strategies Using the
Marking Scheme (Indirectly)

Since the precise 2013 DSE Chem marking scheme isn't
publicly available as a single document, we rely on past
papers and general marking principles from similar years.

This indirect approach is highly effective:

Past Paper Practice: Work through as many past DSE
Chemistry papers as possible, paying close attention
to the question types and marking schemes (available
through various educational resources). Time yourself

and analyze your mistakes.
Detailed Answer Review: Don't just look for the

correct answers; thoroughly analyze why answers are
correct or incorrect, referencing the fundamental

principles and concepts involved. This will solidify
your understanding.

Seek Feedback: If possible, get your answers reviewed
by a teacher or tutor who can provide feedback based
on the marking criteria. This personalized feedback

is invaluable.
Focus on Clarity and Conciseness: Practice presenting
your answers clearly and concisely, using appropriate

terminology and diagrams where necessary. This



2013 Dse Chem Marking Scheme

4

directly addresses the marking criteria focusing on
effective communication of your understanding.

Understand the different question types: The exam
contained multiple-choice questions, structured
questions, and data analysis questions. Practice
different approaches for each, considering time

management and efficient strategy.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid
Many students fall into common traps during the DSE

Chemistry exam. Understanding these pitfalls and learning
to avoid them can significantly improve your score:

Ignoring Units: Always include units in your answers,
particularly in numerical calculations. Many marks

are lost due to omitting units.
Insufficient Explanations: Don't just provide
answers; explain your reasoning clearly and

concisely. Show your working for calculations.
Poor Time Management: Allocate your time effectively
between questions. Don't spend too long on any single

question.
Misinterpreting Questions: Carefully read each

question thoroughly before attempting to answer. Make
sure you understand what is being asked.

Rushing Through Calculations: Take your time with
calculations to avoid careless mistakes. Check your

work carefully.

Conclusion
The 2013 DSE Chem marking scheme, though not available in

a singular, publicly accessible document, provided a
framework for assessing students' understanding of

Chemistry concepts and application. By understanding the
general principles of marking and utilizing past papers

effectively, students can significantly improve their exam
performance. Remember, successful preparation goes beyond
simply memorizing facts; it involves mastering concepts,
developing problem-solving skills, and presenting your
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knowledge clearly and concisely.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find the exact 2013 DSE Chemistry marking

scheme?

A1: The specific, detailed marking scheme for the 2013 DSE
Chemistry exam is not typically released publicly as a

single document by the Hong Kong Examinations and
Assessment Authority (HKEAA). However, insights can be
gained by analyzing the marking schemes provided for

similar years' papers, which are often available through
educational institutions and online resources specializing

in DSE preparation.

Q2: How important is showing your working in DSE
Chemistry?

A2: Showing your working is extremely important. Even if
your final answer is incorrect, you can earn partial marks

for demonstrating a correct understanding of the
principles and method. The marking scheme often allocates
marks to individual steps in a calculation or explanation.

Q3: What are the most common mistakes students make in the
DSE Chemistry exam?

A3: Common mistakes include ignoring units, providing
insufficient explanations, poor time management,

misinterpreting questions, and making careless mistakes in
calculations.

Q4: How can I improve my time management during the exam?

A4: Practice working through past papers under timed
conditions. This will help you assess how long you spend
on each question type and identify areas where you can
improve your efficiency. Prioritize questions based on

their mark allocation.

Q5: Are there any resources available to help me
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understand the marking criteria?

A5: While the exact 2013 marking scheme is unavailable,
past papers and their associated marking guidelines

(though often general rather than for that specific year)
from similar years, available through schools, tutors, and
online platforms, can give you a solid understanding of

the criteria.

Q6: How much emphasis is placed on practical skills in the
DSE Chemistry exam?

A6: Practical skills are assessed primarily in Paper 3 of
the DSE Chemistry exam. The marking criteria in this paper
emphasize accurate experimental procedures, proper data

handling, and insightful analysis of results.

Q7: What is the best way to prepare for the data analysis
questions?

A7: Practice analyzing data sets from various sources.
Learn to identify trends, draw conclusions, and express
your findings clearly and concisely. Past papers are

invaluable for this.

Q8: How can I improve my understanding of chemical
concepts?

A8: Active learning is key. Go beyond passive reading;
engage with the material through problem-solving,

discussions with classmates, and seeking clarification
from your teachers or tutors. Use multiple resources to

reinforce your understanding.

Deconstructing the 2013 DSE Chemistry
Marking Scheme: A Deep Dive

The Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE)
Chemistry examination is a crucial hurdle for aspiring
university students. Its strictness is well-known, and
understanding the marking scheme is vital for success.
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This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the 2013
DSE Chemistry marking scheme, providing helpful insights
into its organization and offering useful strategies for
achieving high marks. We will explore the nuances of the

marking criteria, emphasize key areas of focus, and
provide representative examples to explain the process.

The 2013 DSE Chemistry paper, like subsequent years, was
divided into two main sections: Paper 1 (multiple-choice

questions) and Paper 2 (structured questions). Each
section had its own specific marking technique, demanding

distinct strategies from candidates. Paper 1, while
apparently straightforward, required accurate knowledge
and the ability to swiftly discard incorrect options.
Partial marks were generally rarely awarded in this

section; it was a assessment of pure recall and
application.

Paper 2, however, presented a significantly complex
circumstance. It featured a variety of structured
questions, encompassing several components of the

syllabus. The marking scheme for Paper 2 was thoroughly
designed to reward not only the correct answer but also

the methodology used to arrive at that answer. This
highlighted the importance of showing working, clearly

outlining the steps involved in calculations and
explanations. Partial credit was frequently awarded for

partially correct answers, providing motivation for
candidates to attempt even difficult questions.

For example, a question involving stoichiometric
calculations might award marks for accurately writing a
balanced chemical equation, accurately calculating the
number of moles, and precisely determining the limiting
reagent, even if the final answer was incorrect due to a
minor arithmetic error. This graded approach guaranteed
fairness and mirrored the examiner's understanding of the

cognitive process involved in problem-solving.

Another critical aspect of the 2013 marking scheme was its
emphasis on precise communication. Candidates were
expected to articulate their answers briefly yet
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thoroughly, using relevant terminology and academic
notation. The level of the written explanations was a

considerable factor in the overall mark awarded. unclear
or conflicting answers typically received reduced marks,

regardless of the numerical accuracy.

To prepare effectively for the DSE Chemistry examination
using the 2013 marking scheme as a guide, students should
emphasize a deep understanding of fundamental concepts,
acquire essential problem-solving skills, and practice
writing precise and well-structured answers. Regular

practice with past papers, specifically those from 2013,
is vital for familiarizing oneself with the format and
expectations of the examination. Analyzing the marking

scheme for each question allows students to identify their
weaknesses and target areas requiring further improvement.

In closing, the 2013 DSE Chemistry marking scheme
illustrated a just and extensive approach to assessment.
It stressed not only the accuracy of the final answer but

also the method and communication skills of the
candidates. By understanding the intricacies of this

scheme, students can improve their examination techniques
and significantly boost their chances of achieving high

marks.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find the 2013 DSE Chemistry marking
scheme?

A: Past DSE papers and marking schemes are often available
through the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA) website or reputable educational

resource platforms.

2. Q: Is the 2013 marking scheme still relevant for
current DSE Chemistry exams?

A: While the specific questions will differ, the overall
marking criteria and emphasis on understanding,

methodology, and clear communication remain consistent
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across years. Studying the 2013 scheme offers valuable
insights into the general approach.

3. Q: What is the most important aspect of the 2013
marking scheme to focus on?

A: The combined importance of accuracy, clear methodology,
and effective communication should be a central focus.
Don't just get the right answer; demonstrate how you

arrived at it.

4. Q: How can I use the 2013 marking scheme to improve my
exam performance?

A: Practice past papers, meticulously review your answers
using the marking scheme, identify your weak areas, and

target those areas for further study.
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