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The sanctity of life is a cornerstone of faith for many,
and within the Seventh-day Adventist Church, this
belief holds profound significance. This article
explores the complex ethical dilemmas surrounding
abortion, cloning, and physician-assisted suicide (PAS)
– matters of life and death – through the lens of
Adventist theology and a commitment to upholding
the inherent value of human life from conception to
natural death. We will examine these sensitive issues,
acknowledging the diverse perspectives within our
faith community while striving for a compassionate
and biblically informed understanding.
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The Adventist Perspective on
the Sanctity of Life
Seventh-day Adventists, rooted in a holistic view of
humanity as created in God's image (Genesis 1:27),
hold a deep reverence for human life. This conviction
informs our stance on issues like abortion, cloning,
and physician-assisted suicide. While recognizing the
complexities of individual circumstances and the
suffering involved, the overarching principle remains:
life is a sacred gift from God, not to be arbitrarily
taken. This foundational belief underpins our ethical
considerations surrounding these sensitive matters of
life and death.

Abortion: A Tragic Loss of
Potential
The Adventist Church unequivocally opposes abortion,
viewing it as the termination of a unique human life
with inherent worth. While acknowledging situations
of rape, incest, or severe fetal abnormalities, we
believe that these tragic circumstances do not justify
the taking of a human life. The emphasis is on support
and compassion for women facing difficult
pregnancies, offering alternatives such as adoption
and counseling. The debate around abortion often
centers on the definition of "life" and when
personhood begins; however, from an Adventist
perspective, life begins at conception, and the
developing fetus is a human being deserving of
protection. This stance stems from our understanding
of the divine creation narrative and the belief that God
values each individual, regardless of age or
development. We actively promote alternatives to
abortion and work toward a society that values and
protects the most vulnerable.
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Cloning: Ethical and Spiritual
Concerns
Cloning, the process of creating a genetically identical
copy of an organism, presents unique ethical
challenges. While the potential for scientific
advancements in regenerative medicine is
acknowledged, the Adventist perspective raises
serious concerns regarding the manipulation of life
and the potential for devaluing human uniqueness.
The creation of human clones raises questions about
identity, individuality, and the inherent dignity of each
person, a dignity that we believe comes directly from
God. Moreover, the potential for exploitation and the
commodification of human life are significant ethical
considerations. These questions are particularly
relevant when discussing reproductive cloning, and
the potential for the creation of human beings without
the context of family and love. The implications for
the sanctity of life and the image of God in humanity
are paramount.

Physician-Assisted Suicide
(PAS): A Question of
Compassion and Control
Physician-assisted suicide (PAS), also known as
assisted dying, involves a physician providing a
terminally ill patient with the means to end their life.
The Adventist position rejects PAS, emphasizing the
importance of palliative care and the inherent worth
of every life, regardless of suffering or prognosis.
While acknowledging the intense pain and suffering
experienced by terminally ill individuals, the church
believes that ending one's life, even with the
assistance of a physician, constitutes a violation of
God's commandment against taking a human life. The
focus should be on providing comfort, dignity, and
support during the final stages of life, not on
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hastening death. This is not a denial of compassion,
but rather a belief that true compassion lies in offering
hope and support through suffering, not in offering a
means to escape it. It's a matter of honoring the gift
of life until its natural end.

Finding a Path Forward:
Dialogue, Compassion, and
Advocacy
The issues of abortion, cloning, and physician-assisted
suicide are not easily resolved, and diverse opinions
exist even within the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
However, a commitment to fostering dialogue,
extending compassion, and advocating for the
vulnerable remains crucial. This includes supporting
pregnant women and families facing difficult
decisions, promoting ethical scientific research, and
advocating for improved palliative care. Addressing
these matters of life and death requires a
multifaceted approach that integrates theological
reflection, ethical reasoning, and practical action to
create a more just and compassionate world. This
commitment demands that we engage in thoughtful
conversation, considering all perspectives with grace
and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: What is the Adventist Church's official
position on abortion?

A1: The Seventh-day Adventist Church strongly
opposes abortion, considering it the taking of a human
life. While acknowledging the complex circumstances
that may lead a woman to consider abortion, the
church upholds the sanctity of life from conception
and advocates for alternatives like adoption and
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support services for pregnant women.

Q2: Does the Adventist Church support any
exceptions to its stance on abortion?

A2: While the church strongly opposes abortion, it
recognizes the gravity of situations like rape, incest,
or severe fetal abnormalities. However, even in these
tragic circumstances, the taking of a life remains a
complex moral issue, and the church encourages
seeking compassionate alternatives and counseling.

Q3: What are the Adventist Church's concerns
regarding cloning?

A3: The Adventist Church expresses significant ethical
concerns about cloning, primarily because it raises
questions about the manipulation of life, the potential
devaluing of human uniqueness, and the possible
exploitation of human beings. The church emphasizes
the inherent dignity of every individual created in
God's image.

Q4: How does the Adventist Church approach
the issue of physician-assisted suicide?

A4: The Adventist Church opposes physician-assisted
suicide, believing that all human life is sacred and
should be protected until its natural end. The church
emphasizes the importance of palliative care,
providing comfort and support for those suffering from
terminal illnesses. It advocates for compassionate
care that focuses on alleviating suffering, not ending
life.

Q5: What role does faith play in the Adventist
Church's approach to these life-and-death
issues?

A5: Faith forms the foundation of the Adventist
Church's position on these issues. A belief in the
sanctity of life, rooted in the biblical creation narrative
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and the understanding of humans as created in God's
image, informs its ethical stances. This faith-based
perspective guides the church's approach to
compassionate care, advocacy, and dialogue.

Q6: How does the Adventist Church engage in
dialogue on these contentious topics?

A6: The Adventist Church encourages respectful
dialogue and open conversation on these complex
issues, recognizing the diverse perspectives within its
community. It promotes a compassionate approach,
seeking to understand different viewpoints while
upholding its core beliefs. Internal discussions and
external engagement are essential to promoting a
balanced and informed perspective.

Q7: What practical steps does the Adventist
Church take to support its stance on these
matters?

A7: The Adventist Church actively supports
organizations and initiatives that provide alternatives
to abortion, such as adoption agencies and pregnancy
resource centers. It also advocates for improved
palliative care and promotes research and
development in ethical scientific areas. The church
actively engages in public advocacy, promoting a
culture that values and protects human life at all
stages.

Q8: How does the Adventist Church balance
compassion with its stance on these issues?

A8: The Adventist Church strives to demonstrate
compassion through supporting those facing difficult
circumstances, such as women facing unplanned
pregnancies or individuals with terminal illnesses. It
seeks to alleviate suffering and promote holistic care
while upholding its belief in the sanctity of life.
Compassion is seen not as justifying actions that
violate the sanctity of life, but as providing support
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and comfort within the boundaries of its ethical
framework.

Matters of Life and Death: An Adventist Pastor Takes a
Look at Abortion, Cloning, and Physician-Assisted
Suicide

Introduction:

Navigating the intricate ethical quandaries
surrounding the beginning and end of life is a task
that requires deliberate consideration. As an Adventist
pastor, my viewpoint is shaped by a intense faith that
values the sanctity of human life from inception to its
natural end. This article explores the contentious
issues of abortion, cloning, and physician-assisted
suicide through the lens of this faith, aiming to
promote thoughtful dialogue and understanding. It is
not intended to prescribe beliefs, but rather to share a
specific theological viewpoint alongside relevant
ethical reasoning.

Abortion: A Heartbreaking Loss

The Adventist Church holds a strong pro-life stance.
We believe that human life is a sacred gift from God,
beginning at fertilization. While we acknowledge the
trying circumstances that may lead women to
consider abortion – such as rape, incest, or financial
hardship – we maintain that abortion is never the right
solution. Instead, we advocate for comprehensive aid
systems that empower women and families facing
such crises. This includes accessible and affordable
healthcare, counseling services, and adoption
resources. We aim to provide a word of comfort and
practical aid rather than reproach.

Cloning: Playing God or Scientific Advancement?

Human cloning presents a different set of ethical
questions. While scientific developments in cloning
hold promise for medical breakthroughs, such as
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organ transplantation, the Adventist perspective
carefully evaluates the implications. The creation of
human beings through cloning raises substantial
questions about the dignity of human life and the
purpose of human intervention in the creation of life.
The potential for exploitation and the creation of
"designer babies" are alarming prospects. We think
that respecting the intrinsic dignity of human life
requires a measured approach to cloning. Further
research and ethical discussion are required to guide
the responsible development of cloning technologies.

Physician-Assisted Suicide: A Slippery Slope?

Physician-assisted suicide (PAS), also known as
euthanasia, presents another difficult ethical problem.
The Adventist Church firmly rejects PAS. We think that
human life is a precious gift, even in the presence of
hardship, and that ending a life, even at the patient's
request, is never permissible. We affirm the
importance of offering compassionate end-of-life care
that relieves pain and suffering. This care includes
comfort care, which focuses on relief and honor rather
than cure. We are apprehensive that the legalization
of PAS could create a "slippery slope" leading to the
devaluation of human life, particularly for the frail.

Conclusion:

The issues of abortion, cloning, and physician-assisted
suicide are complex, requiring thoughtful
consideration and respectful dialogue. From an
Adventist perspective, the sanctity of human life is
paramount. We feel in the inherent worth of every
human being, from the moment of conception to
natural death. While we recognize the difficulties
faced by individuals and families, we advocate for
solutions that respect the value of human life and
extend compassionate support. We urge continued
dialogue and reflection on these important matters.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
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Q1: Does the Adventist Church advocate any
exceptions to its stance on abortion?

A1: No. The Adventist Church's position is that human
life is sacred from conception, and therefore, abortion
is not accepted under any circumstances.

Q2: How does the Adventist Church approach cases of
severe fetal abnormalities?

A2: While the Adventist Church opposes abortion, it
acknowledges the spiritual burden on parents facing
such difficult situations. Compassionate care and
support are provided, but abortion is not considered
an option.

Q3: What role does palliative care perform in the
Adventist Church's approach to end-of-life issues?

A3: Palliative care is strongly appreciated as a
compassionate way to relieve pain and suffering while
respecting the dignity of life until its natural end.

Q4: Does the Adventist Church approve any research
involving human embryonic stem cells?

A4: The Adventist Church's stance on embryonic stem
cell research is nuanced and requires a case-by-case
evaluation, but generally, it prefers research that does
not involve the destruction of human embryos.
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