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May 21, 1991, remains one of
India's most significant and
controversial events. The
investigation, its complexities,
and the resulting narratives
continue to spark debate. D.R.
Karthikeyan, a former
Intelligence Bureau officer, offers
a compelling perspective on the
assassination, particularly
highlighting the alleged
involvement of various actors and
the potential for a wider
conspiracy. This article delves
into Karthikeyan's account,
examining its key arguments,
controversies, and lasting impact
on India's political landscape. We
will also explore the LTTE's
role, the conspiracy theories
surrounding the
assassination, the
investigation's shortcomings,
and the political ramifications
of this tragic event.

The LTTE's Role: A
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Central Focus of
Karthikeyan's
Account
Karthikeyan's work centers on
the involvement of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a
Sri Lankan Tamil militant
organization, in the
assassination. He meticulously
details the operational planning,
the procurement of explosives,
and the execution of the attack.
The narrative emphasizes the
meticulous planning and the
sophisticated logistical network
the LTTE allegedly employed. He
doesn't shy away from presenting
the evidence, both circumstantial
and direct, that implicates the
LTTE in the meticulous execution
of the plot. This aspect forms the
cornerstone of his analysis,
providing a detailed account of
how the suicide bomber, Dhanu,
infiltrated the security cordon
and successfully detonated the
explosive device. This section
sheds light on the LTTE's
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motives behind the
assassination, focusing on the
broader Sri Lankan conflict and
India's role in it. Karthikeyan
argues that the assassination was
not a spontaneous act but rather
a calculated response to Rajiv
Gandhi's policies regarding Sri
Lanka.

Conspiracy Theories
and Unanswered
Questions
Beyond the direct involvement of
the LTTE, Karthikeyan’s account
also explores several conspiracy
theories that have persisted in
the years since the assassination.
These theories often suggest a
broader conspiracy involving
Indian political actors and
intelligence agencies. The book
challenges the official narrative,
prompting readers to consider
alternative explanations and the
potential for deeper involvement
by various parties. This fuels a
critical examination of the
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investigation's limitations and
the possibility of crucial evidence
remaining uncovered. The author
doesn’t explicitly endorse these
theories, but he presents them as
plausible interpretations of the
available evidence, fostering a
more nuanced understanding of
the events surrounding Rajiv
Gandhi's death. This section will
focus on the ongoing debate and
controversies surrounding those
theories.

Shortcomings of the
Investigation and
Subsequent Trials
Karthikeyan's work critically
assesses the investigation into
the assassination, pointing out
potential flaws and shortcomings.
He highlights the challenges
posed by investigating a complex
act of terrorism, including the
difficulties in gathering evidence,
coordinating multiple
investigations across different
jurisdictions, and ensuring the
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impartial administration of
justice. He meticulously
documents these challenges,
raising questions about whether
all potential leads were diligently
pursued and all relevant
evidence thoroughly analyzed.
This scrutiny of the investigative
process is crucial in evaluating
the credibility of the official
version of events and the
ultimate convictions. The legal
processes, and its
interpretation, are discussed,
along with the criticisms against
it.

Political
Ramifications and
Lasting Impact
The Rajiv Gandhi assassination
had profound and lasting political
ramifications in India. This
section examines the immediate
aftermath of the assassination,
the subsequent political
upheavals, and the long-term
effects on India’s security
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apparatus and political dynamics.
Karthikeyan's account provides
valuable context to understand
the ripples of this tragic event,
analyzing the political fallout and
the implications for India's
foreign policy, particularly its
relationship with Sri Lanka. The
assassination deeply impacted
the Congress party and the
national psyche, resulting in
significant shifts in the political
landscape. The political
consequences are significant
and widely discussed in the book,
emphasizing the long-term
effects of the event.

Conclusion: A
Multi-Faceted
Tragedy
D.R. Karthikeyan's account of the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination is not
just a recounting of events; it’s a
critical examination of a complex
historical tragedy. His work
compels readers to question
established narratives, consider
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alternative interpretations, and
engage in critical thinking about
the official version of events.
While not definitively concluding
on the existence of a larger
conspiracy, he effectively
highlights gaps in the
investigation and the
controversies that have
surrounded the case. It is a
crucial contribution to the
ongoing conversation
surrounding this pivotal moment
in Indian history, urging us to
examine not only the act itself
but also the systemic issues that
allowed such a tragedy to occur.

FAQ: Addressing
Common Questions
about the Rajiv
Gandhi
Assassination
Q1: What is the central
argument of D.R.
Karthikeyan's work on the
Rajiv Gandhi assassination?
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A1: Karthikeyan's central
argument focuses on the LTTE's
role in the assassination,
detailing their alleged planning,
execution, and motivations.
However, he also critically
examines potential shortcomings
in the investigation and explores
various conspiracy theories,
presenting them as plausible
interpretations of the evidence
without explicitly endorsing
them. He urges a reevaluation of
the official narrative.

Q2: What are some of the
controversies surrounding the
assassination?

A2: The controversies involve
numerous aspects. The
involvement of other potential
actors beyond the LTTE remains
a hotly debated topic. Allegations
of government complicity or
negligence in security
arrangements have persisted.
Discrepancies in witness
accounts and evidence handling
have fuelled skepticism
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regarding the official
investigation's thoroughness. The
trial itself faced criticism, with
arguments around procedural
issues and evidence admissibility.

Q3: What role did the Indian
intelligence agencies play
according to Karthikeyan?

A3: Karthikeyan's account
suggests potential failures by
Indian intelligence agencies to
prevent the assassination. He
highlights the challenges in
gathering intelligence on a
clandestine operation and
suggests a lack of coordination
among various agencies. The
book doesn’t directly accuse
specific agencies of complicity,
but it raises questions about the
effectiveness of the intelligence
gathering and the security
protocols surrounding Rajiv
Gandhi.

Q4: How does Karthikeyan's
account differ from the
official narrative?
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A4: Karthikeyan's account
doesn't necessarily contradict the
finding of LTTE responsibility,
but it challenges the
comprehensiveness of the
investigation. He highlights
potential overlooked leads,
inconsistencies in witness
accounts, and the possibility of a
broader conspiracy beyond the
direct perpetrators. He urges a
deeper investigation into
unanswered questions and
potential gaps in the official
narrative.

Q5: What are the long-term
implications of the
assassination?

A5: The assassination had
profound and lasting political
ramifications. It impacted the
Congress party's trajectory,
influenced subsequent national
security policies, and altered
India’s foreign policy,
particularly its relationship with
Sri Lanka. The event's impact on
the national psyche continues to
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be felt today, shaping political
discourse and discussions around
terrorism and national security.

Q6: What type of sources does
Karthikeyan use in his
account?

A6: Karthikeyan, as a former
Intelligence Bureau officer, likely
utilizes a mix of primary and
secondary sources. His
experience gives him access to
internal documents and
intelligence reports. The book
also includes investigative
journalism, legal documents, and
witness accounts. However, the
precise mix and the verification
process for each source aren't
always explicitly detailed in the
work itself.

Q7: Is Karthikeyan's account
considered objective?

A7: While Karthikeyan strives for
objectivity, his work should be
approached critically. As a
former intelligence officer, his
perspective is inevitably shaped
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by his professional background
and experiences. It is essential to
consider his potential biases and
to cross-reference his findings
with other sources and analyses.
Ultimately, readers must assess
the presented evidence and draw
their own conclusions.

Q8: What is the overall value
of Karthikeyan's work?

A8: Despite potential limitations,
Karthikeyan's work provides a
valuable contribution to the
understanding of the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination. It
highlights often overlooked
aspects, encourages critical
engagement with the official
narrative, and fosters a more
nuanced understanding of a
complex and sensitive historical
event. The book prompts readers
to consider the multifaceted
nature of the tragedy and its
lingering effects on Indian
politics and society.
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The Rajiv Gandhi
Assassination:
Unraveling the
Narrative of D.R.
Karthikeyan
The murder of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on May 21,
1991, remains a pivotal moment
in Indian history. While the
proximate perpetrators were
quickly identified, the underlying
reasons and the involved web of
occurrences leading up to the
devastating event continue to
spark discussion. D.R.
Karthikeyan’s analysis on the
assassination, though
controversial by some, provides a
compelling lens through which to
scrutinize this complex episode.
This article aims to investigate
Karthikeyan's assertions and
their consequences within the
broader context of Indian
politics.

Karthikeyan’s book, while not
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explicitly titled as such, presents
a unique story challenging the
generally accepted version of
events. He posits that the state
inquiry overlooked essential
elements and that important
individuals were not sufficiently
investigated. He highlights
alleged shortcomings in the
evidence presented and doubts
the credibility of certain
informants. His analysis focuses
on the political climate of the
time, emphasizing the tensions
between various parties and the
role played by international
forces.

One of the main points in
Karthikeyan's account is the
alleged involvement of powerful
figures within the system itself.
He suggests that the
investigation was compromised
and that particular facts were
concealed to safeguard those in
authority. This assertion, while
daring, necessitates careful
assessment given the delicate
essence of the accusations.
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Karthikeyan's study also
examines the links between the
murder and the ongoing dispute
in Sri Lanka. He proposes that
the state's intervention in Sri
Lankan affairs played a
important influence in creating
the context that ultimately led to
Rajiv Gandhi's passing. This
aspect of his account requires a
nuanced comprehension of the
political dynamics at play at the
time.

While Karthikeyan's perspective
offers a valuable addition to the
ongoing conversation
surrounding the assassination,
it’s crucial to understand its
constraints. His claims often miss
the strictness of officially
recorded evidence, relying
instead on inferential information
and conclusions of existing
documents. This doesn't
necessarily disprove his claims,
but it does require a careful
approach to his assessment.

In conclusion, D.R. Karthikeyan's
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account of the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination provides a
stimulating contrast to the
prevailing story. While not
universally believed, his study
encourages a reassessment of
the information and motivations
behind this devastating event,
promoting a deeper
comprehension of the
complexities of Indian politics
and the enduring legacy of this
historical event.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Is D.R. Karthikeyan's
account widely accepted? No,
Karthikeyan's alternative
narrative is considered
controversial and is not widely
accepted as the definitive
account of the assassination. It
challenges the official findings
and lacks the same level of
evidentiary support.

2. What are the main
criticisms of Karthikeyan's
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work? Critics point to a lack of
verifiable evidence and reliance
on circumstantial evidence and
interpretations, raising concerns
about the rigor and objectivity of
his analysis. The highly sensitive
nature of his allegations also
warrants critical scrutiny.

3. What is the significance of
Karthikeyan's work? Despite its
limitations, Karthikeyan's work
serves as a valuable contribution
to the ongoing debate
surrounding the assassination. It
encourages critical examination
of the established narrative and
promotes a more comprehensive
understanding of the event's
complexities.

4. Does Karthikeyan's account
offer any practical
implications? While not directly
leading to policy changes,
Karthikeyan's work highlights the
importance of thorough and
unbiased investigations into
significant events and the need
for transparency in the handling
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of sensitive political matters. It
also underscores the lasting
impact of political violence and
the necessity for conflict
resolution.
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