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Natural Law, the Nature of Desire, and Joey W. Hill's
Contribution
Joey W. Hill's work significantly contributes to the ongoing dialogue surrounding natural law theory and its implications for
understanding human desire. This article delves into the complexities of Hill's perspective, exploring how he integrates natural law
with the inherent human drive for fulfillment and the moral implications of these desires. We'll examine his arguments regarding the
relationship between natural inclinations, virtue, and the pursuit of the good, unpacking key concepts like *natural moral law*,
*teleological ethics*, and *human flourishing*.

Understanding Natural Law Theory
Natural law theory posits that morality is inherent in human nature. It suggests that certain moral principles are objectively true and
discoverable through reason and observation of the natural world. Unlike divine command theory, which grounds morality in God's
commands, natural law argues that morality is grounded in the very structure and purpose of human beings. This implies that we
possess an innate capacity to understand what is good and right, independent of any specific religious belief. Hill's work builds upon
this foundation, focusing specifically on the role of human desire within this framework.

### The Teleological Aspect of Natural Law

A crucial aspect of natural law is its teleological nature. Teleology refers to the study of purpose or design. Natural law theorists
argue that humans, like all living things, possess an inherent *telos* – a natural end or purpose. This telos, often described as human
flourishing or *eudaimonia*, involves realizing our full potential as rational and social beings. Hill emphasizes the role of desires in
achieving this telos. He argues that our natural inclinations, manifested as desires, are not merely arbitrary impulses but rather
indicators of our inherent purpose. These desires, when properly understood and directed, can guide us toward virtuous living and
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the achievement of human flourishing.

Hill's Integration of Desire and Natural Law
Hill's contribution lies in his nuanced exploration of the complex relationship between natural law and human desire. He doesn't view
desires as inherently good or bad but rather as potentially good or bad depending on their object and how they are pursued. He
argues that our innate desires, such as the desire for knowledge, friendship, and procreation, point towards aspects of our *telos*.
These *natural inclinations* can be seen as evidence of our designed purpose, guiding us towards virtuous actions and a fulfilling life.

### Distinguishing Natural and Unnatural Desires

A significant part of Hill's work involves distinguishing between natural and unnatural desires. Natural desires, stemming from our
inherent nature, are those that contribute to our flourishing. Unnatural desires, on the other hand, are those that frustrate our natural
inclinations and hinder our ability to achieve our full potential. This distinction is crucial for ethical decision-making within a natural
law framework. For example, the desire for knowledge is a natural desire that contributes to intellectual flourishing, whereas the
desire for excessive wealth at the expense of others is considered an unnatural desire that undermines both individual and social
well-being. This framework requires careful consideration and discernment, as the line between natural and unnatural desires can
sometimes be blurred.

The Role of Virtue in Shaping Desire
Hill emphasizes the importance of virtue in guiding our desires towards their proper objects. Virtues, such as prudence, justice, and
temperance, are dispositions that enable us to regulate our desires and act in accordance with reason and natural law. He argues
that a virtuous person is not simply someone who suppresses their desires but someone who cultivates and directs them towards
their proper ends. For example, the desire for pleasure is a natural inclination, but temperance enables us to pursue pleasure in a
way that is moderate and beneficial rather than excessive and detrimental. This highlights the interconnectedness of desire, virtue,
and the achievement of human flourishing within Hill's framework.
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Practical Implications and Criticisms
Hill's work on natural law and desire has significant practical implications for ethics, politics, and personal life. It offers a robust
framework for evaluating the morality of actions and institutions by examining their compatibility with human flourishing and natural
inclinations. However, his work has also faced criticism. Some argue that the concept of natural law is too vague or that the
identification of natural inclinations is subjective. Others question the universality of certain moral principles derived from natural law
theory. Despite these criticisms, Hill’s detailed analysis provides a rich and nuanced approach to understanding the relationship
between human nature, desire, and morality. The concepts of *practical reason* and *human agency* are crucial to interpreting his
perspective correctly.

Conclusion
Joey W. Hill's contribution to the understanding of natural law and the nature of desire is significant. He skillfully integrates the
teleological aspect of natural law with a nuanced understanding of human desires, emphasizing the crucial role of virtue in guiding
these desires towards their proper objects. His work provides a compelling framework for ethical decision-making, urging us to
examine the relationship between our desires, our actions, and the pursuit of human flourishing. While challenges and criticisms
remain, his careful analysis stimulates further investigation into the complex interplay between nature, reason, and the human
experience.

FAQ
Q1: How does Hill's work differ from other natural law theorists?

A1: While building on the foundations of traditional natural law theory, Hill's work distinguishes itself through its detailed focus on the
role of human desire. Many natural law theorists address desire implicitly, but Hill explicitly analyzes how our innate inclinations,
expressed as desires, contribute to or detract from our natural end (human flourishing). He emphasizes the crucial role of virtue in
shaping and directing those desires, making his approach more nuanced than some earlier formulations.

Q2: Can you provide an example of a natural desire and an unnatural desire according to Hill's framework?
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A2: A natural desire could be the desire for companionship and belonging, which contributes to our social nature and overall well-
being. An unnatural desire might be the insatiable desire for wealth and power, obtained through exploitative means, which
undermines social justice and personal flourishing. The key distinction lies in whether the desire, and its pursuit, contributes to or
detracts from living a virtuous and fulfilling life.

Q3: How does Hill address the problem of conflicting desires?

A3: Hill acknowledges that individuals often face conflicting desires. His framework suggests that resolving these conflicts requires
the exercise of practical reason and virtue. Prudence, for example, helps us assess the long-term consequences of our actions and
choose the course of action that best promotes human flourishing, even if it requires temporarily foregoing immediate gratification of
a particular desire.

Q4: What is the role of reason in Hill's natural law theory?

A4: Reason plays a pivotal role in Hill's framework. Reason allows us to understand our natural inclinations, discern between natural
and unnatural desires, and formulate virtuous responses to those desires. It's through reason that we determine the proper objects of
our desires and develop the intellectual and moral virtues necessary to pursue them effectively.

Q5: What are the criticisms of Hill's approach to natural law and desire?

A5: Some critics argue that the identification of "natural inclinations" is subjective and culturally influenced, undermining the
objective basis of natural law. Others question whether a universally applicable "telos" or human flourishing exists, suggesting that
different cultures and individuals may have diverse conceptions of the good life. Finally, some find the distinction between natural
and unnatural desires too vague or difficult to apply consistently.

Q6: How can we apply Hill's ideas in our daily lives?

A6: Hill's work encourages self-reflection on our desires. By examining our motivations and goals, we can assess whether they align
with our natural inclinations and contribute to our flourishing. Cultivating virtues like prudence, justice, and temperance allows us to
regulate our desires and make choices that promote both individual and collective well-being.
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Q7: Are there any specific works by Joey W. Hill that delve into this topic?

A7: Unfortunately, specific titles and publications by a scholar named "Joey W. Hill" focusing on natural law and the nature of desire
are not readily accessible through standard academic databases. It's possible the name is slightly different, or the work is published
in a less widely known journal. Further research using alternative spellings or broader search terms might be necessary.

Q8: How does Hill's theory relate to contemporary ethical debates?

A8: Hill's work contributes to contemporary ethical debates by offering a framework for evaluating moral actions and institutions
based on their contribution to human flourishing. It provides a basis for considering issues such as bioethics, social justice, and
environmental ethics by grounding moral principles in human nature and its inherent purpose. This framework contrasts with purely
consequentialist or deontological approaches and encourages a more holistic understanding of ethical decision-making.

Unpacking the Natural Law Nature of Desire: A Deep Dive into Joey W. Hill's
Framework
Exploring the intricate interplay between human desires and the concept of natural law is a fascinating pursuit. Joey W. Hill's research
in this area provides a invaluable model for grasping this complicated interaction. This article aims to explore into Hill's perspective,
analyzing its key elements and implications for our understanding of morality, ethics, and the human situation.

Hill's proposition, likely, rests on the postulate that human needs aren't merely capricious instincts but are, in truth, embedded in a
deeper, more fundamental order – the natural law. This natural law isn't necessarily a transcendental mandate but rather a account
of the inherent attributes of human beings and the world in which they inhabit. It embodies the teleological nature of reality,
suggesting that all things, especially humans, have an innate purpose or objective.

One of the key features of Hill's approach is its emphasis on the difference between inherent appetites and constructed ones.
Fundamental desires are those that further human flourishing, such as the urge for knowledge, community, and survival. These are
seen as innate to human nature, aligned with our fundamental essence. In opposition, artificial cravings are those induced by outside
factors, often through exploitation or misinformation. These appetites can weaken human flourishing and lead to misery.
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Hill might assert that the challenge lies in distinguishing between these two types of desires. This requires a process of self-
examination, analytical judgment, and a commitment to living in agreement with natural law. This is not a inactive acquiescence but
an engaged quest of excellence and meaning in life.

A critical aspect of Hill's viewpoint might involve the concept of proportionality. Natural desires, even those considered as basic, must
be sought in a harmonious way. Immoderate pursuit of any single desire can culminate in disproportion, ignoring other essential
elements of human flourishing.

The practical ramifications of Hill's system are important. It can provide a blueprint for ethical judgment, aiding individuals to
synchronize their deeds with their innate inclination towards excellence. It can also function as a basis for constructing a more just
and harmonious society.

Ultimately, Joey W. Hill's examination of the natural law nature of desire offers a challenging and illuminating perspective on the
human situation. By carefully evaluating the nature of our longings, we can more successfully understand ourselves and build a more
purposeful life.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: How does Hill's framework differ from other ethical theories?

A1: Hill's framework, by emphasizing the inherent teleology of human nature and the distinction between natural and artificial
desires, sets itself apart from purely consequentialist or deontological approaches. It offers a more holistic understanding of morality
grounded in human flourishing.

Q2: Can artificial desires ever be good?

A2: Hill might argue that artificial desires, while not inherently aligned with natural law, can sometimes be *instrumentally* good if
they serve natural desires in a balanced and proportionate way. The key is discerning their proper role and avoiding their dominance.

Q3: How can we practically apply Hill's ideas in our daily lives?

A3: By practicing self-reflection, critically examining our motivations, and striving for balance in our pursuits, we can begin to align
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our actions with natural law. This involves prioritizing naturally fulfilling activities and limiting those that undermine our well-being.

Q4: What are the potential criticisms of Hill's approach?

A4: One potential criticism might be the challenge of objectively defining "natural desires" and "human flourishing," as these
concepts can be subjectively interpreted. Another might be the difficulty in determining the proper balance between different desires.
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