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Guide
AutoCAD remains a cornerstone of
computer-aided design (CAD), and for
beginners, a solid foundation in 2D
drafting is crucial. Randy Shih's 2012
"AutoCAD 2013 Tutorial: First Level 2D
Fundamentals" serves as an excellent
introduction, guiding users through the
essential tools and techniques. This
comprehensive guide delves into the
book's content, highlighting its
strengths, exploring its practical
applications, and offering insights for
aspiring AutoCAD users. We'll cover key
aspects of the AutoCAD 2013 interface,
2D drawing techniques, and the book's
overall value. The keywords relevant to
this review include: *AutoCAD 2013
tutorial*, *2D drafting*, *CAD
fundamentals*, *Randy Shih*, and
*AutoCAD beginners*.

Introduction to
AutoCAD 2013 and
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Shih's Methodology
Randy Shih's "AutoCAD 2013 Tutorial"
isn't just another manual; it's a
structured learning experience. The
book meticulously introduces core
AutoCAD concepts, starting with the
basics and gradually building
complexity. Unlike some manuals that
overwhelm beginners with technical
jargon, Shih adopts a clear, step-by-step
approach, making the learning curve
significantly gentler. He emphasizes
practical application, encouraging
readers to actively engage with the
software through numerous exercises
and real-world examples. This hands-on
approach is crucial for mastering
AutoCAD, as theoretical knowledge
alone isn't sufficient. The book's success
lies in its ability to translate complex
software functionalities into easily
digestible lessons.

Exploring Key Features
and Techniques
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Covered
The book comprehensively covers
essential 2D drafting tools within
AutoCAD 2013. This includes:

Understanding the AutoCAD
Interface: Shih dedicates
significant space to navigating the
user interface, explaining toolbars,
menus, and the command
line—crucial for efficient workflow.
He demystifies the seemingly
complex environment, making it
accessible to novice users.

Drawing and Editing Tools: The
core of the tutorial focuses on
mastering drawing tools like lines,
circles, arcs, and polylines. It then
progresses to advanced editing
commands like trim, extend, copy,
and array, enabling users to
manipulate and refine their
drawings with precision. These
skills are fundamental to any
AutoCAD project, regardless of
complexity.

Dimensioning and Annotation:
Accurate dimensioning and
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annotation are critical for clear
communication in technical
drawings. Shih explains various
dimensioning styles and
annotation techniques, ensuring
readers can create professional-
looking drawings. This section is
particularly valuable for students
and professionals in fields like
architecture and engineering.

Layers and Blocks: Efficient
organization is vital for managing
large and complex drawings. The
book explains the importance of
layers for separating different
drawing elements and the use of
blocks to create reusable
components. Mastering these
techniques is critical for improving
productivity and design
management within AutoCAD
2013.

Benefits of Using Randy
Shih's AutoCAD 2013
Tutorial
The primary benefit of this book is its



Autocad 2013 Tutorial First Level 2d Fundamentals
By Randy Shih 2012 Perfect Paperback

Autocad 2013 Tutorial First Level 2d
Fundamentals By Randy Shih 2012 Perfect
Paperback

6

accessibility. It acts as a reliable guide
for absolute beginners, avoiding
technical jargon and focusing on a
practical, hands-on approach. This
makes it particularly suitable for those
with limited prior CAD experience. The
step-by-step instructions and numerous
examples allow readers to grasp
fundamental concepts quickly and
effectively.

Furthermore, the book's focus on 2D
fundamentals provides a robust
foundation for future learning. Mastering
these basics is essential before
progressing to more advanced topics
like 3D modeling or specialized
applications within AutoCAD. This book
serves as a perfect springboard for more
advanced AutoCAD studies or
professional usage.

Practical
Implementation and
Case Studies
Shih’s book isn’t just theoretical; it's
deeply practical. Throughout the book,
the reader is presented with
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progressively challenging exercises
mirroring real-world scenarios. For
example, you might find exercises
involving the creation of simple floor
plans or mechanical component
drawings. These practical applications
reinforce the theoretical concepts,
helping readers internalize the tools and
techniques. By the end, you'll not only
understand the functions but also how to
apply them in a meaningful context. The
book successfully bridges the gap
between theoretical knowledge and
practical application.

Conclusion: A Valuable
Resource for Aspiring
CAD Professionals
Randy Shih's "AutoCAD 2013 Tutorial:
First Level 2D Fundamentals" is a
valuable resource for anyone looking to
learn AutoCAD 2013 from the ground up.
Its clear explanations, practical
exercises, and focus on essential 2D
drafting techniques make it an ideal
starting point for beginners. While the
book focuses on AutoCAD 2013, many of
the fundamental concepts and
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techniques remain relevant in
subsequent versions of the software.
This makes the investment worthwhile
even for those working with newer
AutoCAD releases. By mastering the
fundamentals outlined in this book, you
establish a solid foundation for a
successful career in CAD.

FAQ: Addressing
Common Queries
Q1: Is this book suitable for
someone with no prior CAD
experience?

A1: Absolutely! The book is specifically
designed for beginners. It starts with the
very basics of the AutoCAD interface and
gradually introduces more complex
concepts, making it accessible even to
those with no prior CAD experience. The
step-by-step approach and clear
explanations make the learning process
smooth and manageable.

Q2: Can I use this book with a
newer version of AutoCAD?

A2: While the book specifically covers
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AutoCAD 2013, many of the
fundamental 2D drafting commands and
techniques remain consistent across
different versions. You might find minor
interface differences, but the core
principles taught in the book will still be
applicable. The knowledge you gain from
mastering 2D fundamentals will be
transferable to newer AutoCAD versions.

Q3: What kind of projects can I
create after completing this book?

A3: After completing the book, you'll be
able to create various 2D drawings,
including simple floor plans, mechanical
component drawings, site plans, and
basic architectural sketches. You'll have
the foundational skills to tackle more
complex projects in the future.

Q4: Are there any online resources
that complement the book?

A4: While the book is self-contained,
supplementing your learning with online
tutorials and videos can be beneficial.
Numerous free AutoCAD tutorials are
available on platforms like YouTube,
which can provide visual aids and
additional practice opportunities.
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Q5: Is this book primarily text-
based, or does it contain visual
aids?

A5: The book effectively balances text
and visuals. It includes numerous
screenshots, diagrams, and illustrations
to clarify the instructions and
demonstrate the various commands.
This combination makes learning easier
and more engaging.

Q6: What if I get stuck on a
particular exercise?

A6: The book is structured to guide you
through the process step-by-step. If you
encounter difficulties, carefully review
the relevant sections, and try to identify
where you might have deviated from the
instructions. Online forums and
communities dedicated to AutoCAD can
also be valuable resources for
troubleshooting.

Q7: Is the book suitable for self-
study?

A7: Yes, the book is perfectly suited for
self-study. The clear structure, step-by-
step instructions, and numerous
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examples allow you to learn at your own
pace without the need for a formal
instructor.

Q8: What makes this book stand out
from other AutoCAD tutorials?

A8: Shih's book excels due to its clear,
concise writing style, its focus on
practical application, and its methodical
progression from basic to more
advanced concepts. It's designed for
absolute beginners and effectively
bridges the gap between theoretical
understanding and hands-on application,
making it a truly effective learning tool.

Mastering the
Fundamentals: A Deep
Dive into AutoCAD 2013
Tutorial: First Level 2D
Fundamentals
Randy Shih's 2012 publication "AutoCAD
2013 Tutorial: First Level 2D
Fundamentals" serves as a gateway for
aspiring designers seeking to master the
intricacies of AutoCAD. This textbook
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provides a robust foundation in two-
dimensional drafting, equipping readers
with the fundamental skills needed to
design accurate and superior technical
drawings. This article will investigate the
substance of Shih's work, highlighting its
benefits and offering useful insights for
readers embarking on their CAD journey.

The publication's structure is coherent,
progressing systematically from basic
concepts to more advanced techniques.
It begins with a clear overview of the
AutoCAD interface, leading the reader
through the various toolbars, menus,
and palettes. This first phase is vital, as
it establishes a strong understanding of
the software's workspace. Shih cleverly
uses analogies to familiar tools and
processes, making the instructional
curve less difficult for beginners. For
instance, the concept of layers is
described using the comparison of
organizing sheets of tracing paper in a
design project.

The center of the tutorial focuses on the
fundamental 2D drawing tools. Shih
provides detailed instructions on how to
create lines, arcs, circles, and other
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geometric forms, emphasizing exactness
and efficiency. He doesn't just
demonstrate the tools; he illustrates
their usage in practical contexts, often
using real-world examples from
architectural and mechanical drafting.
This practical approach is key to
effective understanding.

Moreover, the text dedicates
considerable emphasis to drawing
organization, including the
implementation of layers, blocks, and
external references (xrefs). These are
not merely formal elements; they are
the fundamentals of efficient CAD
workflows. Mastering these approaches
allows users to manage detailed
drawings with simplicity, preventing
disorganization and improving overall
productivity.

The publication's strength lies in its
ability to link the gap between
conceptual knowledge and hands-on
application. The numerous exercises
included throughout the manual provide
occasions for readers to apply what they
have understood. These exercises are
thoroughly designed to enhance skill
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and strengthen understanding of
important concepts.

Shih's writing approach is clear,
excluding jargon terminology where
possible and providing clear descriptions
when necessary. This clarity makes the
tutorial suitable for a wide spectrum of
learners, regardless of their prior
experience with CAD applications.

In conclusion, Randy Shih's "AutoCAD
2013 Tutorial: First Level 2D
Fundamentals" is a helpful resource for
anyone seeking to master the
fundamentals of AutoCAD. Its
understandable explanation of concepts,
practical exercises, and well-structured
development make it an superior
starting point for a fulfilling career in
CAD.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book suitable for absolute
beginners? Yes, the book is specifically
designed for beginners with little to no
prior CAD experience. It starts with the
basics and gradually introduces more
advanced concepts.
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2. What software version is covered
in the book? The book covers AutoCAD
2013. While some features might have
changed in later versions, the
fundamental concepts remain largely
the same.

3. Does the book include practice
files? While the exact details aren't
explicitly stated in the prompt, the book
is highly likely to include numerous
exercises and examples that act as
practical, functional practice files.

4. Is this book only for architectural
design? No, the principles taught are
applicable across various disciplines
including mechanical engineering,
manufacturing, and other fields
requiring 2D drafting.

5. Where can I purchase this book?
The availability of this specific edition
might be limited due to its age. Used
copies can be found on online
booksellers such as Amazon or eBay.
Searching for "AutoCAD 2013 tutorial"
might also yield similar resources.
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